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In Aqaba, weather will be 
warm, winds northerly 
moderate and seas calm. . 


VEDRINi BACKS POLITICAL INITIATIVE 


COHEI REINFORCES MILITARY 
SUPPORT AGAINST I1AQ 
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FLUR MILLS CALL 
ON GOVERNMENT 
TO RETRACT 
'LOW QUALITY' 
BREAD WHEAT 


WHfe WON 
THE SCREE 
ACTORS 
GUILD 
AWARDS? 
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Official # 98 statistics reveal 


1-50 WOMEN REPORTED 
ABUSE EVERY MONTH 


(FILES) An undated file picture shows a US F-16 warplane tiring an AIM 120 advanced France's Foreign Minister Hubert VedHne,Hght, meets wWi the now to* 


Medium range alr-to air missile AMRAAM. 

Arabian Gulf (AGENCIES) — The United Slates agreed Sunday to 


of Bahrain Sheik Hamad bln Isa Al Khalifa, In Manama, on Sunday- 


“supply material aid for the American plan to overthrow Saddam 


sell Saudi Arabia sophisticated air-to-air missiles in response to Hussein by supporting Iraqi opposition groups." 


s about military threats from Iraq and Iran. 


In Dnhai, Al llayan. which also reflects official thinking. lair- 
hasted Washington fur “ignoring recent international critiow. 


IL urged tlie Arabs "not to allow the Americans plans to transit against cunlituimg the raids un Iraq and lor its insistence at strA- 


US Defense Secretary William Cohen ajso agreed with his Saudi through them and nor to join in the crime of destroying Iraq and ing Iraqi civilian 


counterpart. Prince Sultan Ben Abdul Aziz, to increase joint mill- breaking it up because they themselves will not escape the c 
tarv training to include ground forces from the two countries, sequences." 

The move breaks a long .Saudi preference for avoiding overt 
shows of joint military force with the United States. 

The details of the sale of Advanced Medium-Range Air-to-Air 
Missiles, or AMRAAMs, remain to be worked out. including how 
many missiles will be transferred and how much they will cost. 

US Congress must approve the sale. But the deal would only 
add to a US-to -Saudi foreign niilirary sales program that already 
is the largest in rlie world, totaling close to S3 billion last year. 

Saudi Arabia has requested the weapons for years for use with 
its fleet of F-16 fighters. Earlier in his eight- day swing through 
the Middle East, Cohen agreed to sell Bahrain 26 AMRAAMs. He 
also planned to discuss arms sales with other Gulf partners. 

The AMRAAM, a 3.6-ineter-long weapon slung under the wing 
of a fighter plane, can be fired at an enemy plane as the pilot con- 
ducts evasive maneuvers. An improved model oi the missile, built 
by Raytheon Co. and Hughes Missiles and Space, is more capable 
against lower-altitude targets. 

Until recent I v the supersonic missile was considered too 
advanced ro be sold outside of NATO. It can lie fired from beyond 
visual range and has an active radar that guides the missile ro its 

target. It costs 3R6.000 dollars a copy. 

William Cohen told US troops manning a Patriot anti-missile 
battery in Riyadh Sunday to be ready to "take on” Saddam 
Hussein, but his Middle East tour came under attack in the Gulf 
press. 

Cohen inspected a battery of eight launchers aimed toward 
Iraq at ,i dusty site at Riyadh air base and watched a launch drill. 

Bur in Abu Dhabi, where Cohen arrives today, a semi-official 
Emirati newspaper charged the secretary with trying to drum up 
support for a plan Lo break up Iraq. 

“William Cohen’s tour this time includes a new plan to estab- 
lish a Kurdish entity in the north of Iraq, linked to the rest of the 
. country by a federal formula." Al Khaleej said. 

And the Kurdish entity would "serve as a launch pad for the 
Iraqi opposition," it wrote, quoting diplomatic sources. 

Al Khaleej did not rule out a US request to Gulf countries to military volunteer trains 

craft machine gun yesterday. 


"The new strategy that Washington is trying to prop«." • 
through William Cohen in the countries of the region aggravate; 
rather than resolves the problem." the daily added. , 

It urged "a settlement of the Iraqi crisis through inlenuiirw 1 
legitimacy and not by mainlnming an embargo against u defend 
less people." 

Cohen met Inter Sunday with Saudi Crown Prince Abdullah Be 
Abdul Aziz and Defense Minister Prince Sultan, before trave * 
on in Oman. 

Saudi King Fuhd. in a meeting with Cohen on Saturday, n* 
firmed Riyadh's support for Washington. 

On lire other I, niul, r-mii.li foreign Minister Hubert VW« 
said he had heard "eneou raging responses” onaGulf tour se 
ing backing fur a puliiicul rather than military initiative toen 

“I found at eaeli stage a real desire to talk with Fran ® ; 
her ideas [aral| a lot id interest,” Vedrine told a pres tats ] 
in Kuwait City, as he ended a regional lour which 
United Arab Emirates and Qatar. , . , ^ ' 

Vedrine said foreign Minister Sheik Sabah Al ^ , 

of Kuwait, the Gulf state least likely to be receptive to 
“told me Kuwait would support any move which 8 
regional security.’’ control^ 

“I reminded mv counterpart that our ideas on arms ^ 
financial control" of Iraq “center on this aim, region 
Lifting the sanctions is only a consequence. -.[most d^J 

Vedrine lias been critical throughout his trip of 
raids by US and British aircraft patrolling the air exc ^ 
over northern and southern Iraq as unhelpful at rea 
ful solution. !th thewi)'' 1 

"The military developments don't correspond 
which we are trying to resolve the problem, he 

Paris is calling for the UN Security Council to Jan** 

lift the oil embargo on Iraq but at the same t me 
system of long-term monitoring of its arms prog .go a jnvask*; 

Iraq has been under crippling sanctions since ^ 
of Kuwait. ’ 


<iORffiNG TO STATISTICS by die 
My Protection Unit 33.2*. of 
ittiaddmitted at the unit in 1998 
«« that of physical abuse of diil- 
rape of children, I M°» 
'Vfofv.Txncn. I IS sexual abuse of 
''.’ton and 9.2\ physical abuse of 

The unpublished statistics by the 
■ : nf!} Prelection Unit (FHIJ) at the 
^Security Department |PSl>), in 
‘■fleniiiin with the National 
of Forensic Medicine 
Wit, reveal that at leust mie 
Hsian woman is being subjected 
,j9t form of violence or another 
; ,d T % !n addition, ninny cases 
r imported suggesting alarming 
ceres, according to both sciences at 
^departments. 

forty to fifty women report 
[ ■:«! abuse on a monthly Imsis. 

suspect that only one Mil oi 
^report sudi abuse." says a senior 
'Aid at NIFM. 

figures also reven! that sexual 
"Wand rape against women were 
most common crimes 
country during 1998, with an 

a* ** five c «es A month in 
■rftanonjy. 

WfcnbcInjsutjKtuliosmi- 

wrefvmi'us^p,, tupixrel lire 

, JJ" hiniMra 8 c “f IUraa.-sn 

1» thirds of violciiCL* 
winwi wrc committe,! I>y 

i 1 ** wo,™ 

hd ^ for 3 virginity 
taw been killed later 

"'SlT‘ or, ' crimBof 

“iftthcomdal. 

Wag chedrcd 

S*, conduct. never- 

: " 4 "^M killed r * milV 

•vprdless of medical 

. 'esuks," says Hanl 
™w>. an NIFM physi- 


With a total of 437 eases handled 
by the FPU last year, statistics show 
dial women remain victims in most 
nf cases because not much .issis- 
l.nuv could lie pn willed ly the unit 
established in the same year. 

Avoiding to It. t.'»l. Kulel 
Mini u Kl, head ol the ITU, ihemiit no 
lunge i deals with domestic violence 
against women, when the olfonikis 
are their husbands because “the 
large number ol women who report* 
ed being victimized by their Inis- 
kinds posed a serious problem lo 
l lie unit since no safe slielter is avail- 
able to receive them.” 

"Ilw have to lest Hi lo police sin- 
lions and (ile a case.” says llmuud. 

At the police staiion. women are 
not "Liken seriously wilh the police 
nunguializing the problem as a sim- 
ple family dispute," savs the police 
nllieci; 

This luts left many women victim- 
ized by intimates with no choice but 
to keep silent. I earing reprisals from 
the aggressor. 

According to women rights 
activist and lawyer, Asma Kluider, 
many ol work place problems such 
as "absenteeism, lower pmducdvity 
and excessive use ol medical bene- 
fits are due to family violence." 

Women arc forced to keep a low 
profile of choir suffering In Tear of 
being deprived of their rights, which 
in most cases they are not even 
awnrc of. adds Kliader. 

According to Unwind, teclmology 
sliould be introduced to mate it ciis- 
ier for victims. 

“Vtfc arc hoping that Instead or 
subjecting the victim to a number of 
interrogations by experts ar the 
FPU. the Attorney General and later 
by the court, a video-taped fii'st 
interrogation is used to; serve all 
three parties, thus saving the 
woman or child the agony, of under- 
going the experience oyer anff. over 
■again" . -Jy i' ■ 


lluwever, domestic abuse is not 
only physical, what is also very dam- 
aging is eniutitmal abuse, which 
results iu loss ul cimlidence and low 
self esiee m toi women. 

"Underestimation, nurginali/a- 
tiuit of opinion, negligence nf per- 
sonal needs and not handing out 
assHirmce," says Kluder, "arc very 
lommnn problems. 

"I lie law has no authurity on 
ihese forms of abuses," she adds. 

The laws of the country, however, 
also weigh heavily on women rights, 
mounting ro die level oTlegai jbnse. 

“It’s a joke that Deputy Prime 
Minister and Minister ol Hanning 
Kim.1 Khalaf, ihmigh planning for 
the economy of the country and 
introducing economic tefonn pio- 
giams. she. as a women, is a victim 


of legal abuse when she canncit nav- 
el outside the cnuiuiy wirln it u the 
appiitval of her husband according 
lo ankle 12 loftlie civil status code|. 
the case of any other Jordanian 
woman." says Khadei. using the 
deputy prime minister as an exam- 
ple of what may happen il the hus- 
band wishes. 

Accra ding to those involved in 
die snuggle against abuse, a legal 
umbrella to unite all scattered 
el Ions by various NGO's is m gently 
needed. 

Neither police nor NGO's can sep- 
arately undertake the task of reduc- 
ing violence against women. Parties 
should cooperate and agonize all 
efforts ro reach n conclusion. 
Jahshan and Kluder maintain. 

One major fact Hurt should be 


taken imii consideration is that, 
domestic violence does not only 
occur in poor, urban societies. 
Women of all cultures, occupations, 
income lewis, and ages are bat- 
tered. 

Mm ml. alt bough a plimmaciM 
monied to an engineer, was ii typical 
victim of physical abuse by her 
spouse. 

“I have undergone severe physical 
and emotional abuse by my hus- 
band, he would koine up with any 
reason ro stair a light, which must 
of the time w* mid end wilh a hi nise 
or a ait." Maml told The Arab Daily 
yesterday. 

"At the beginning 1 was embar- 
rassed to toll anybody in tear of 
being accused uf misbehavior, which 
is the case in our society when a 


i! ?. -W.1 C . - 

■ Domv.Mif Violent r (c.tve/i / u ife-chilthvn ) 4.3% 
Physical Abuse / Husbands 0. 7% 


0.9% Hati Tret i tin ail 


^ ^ y Physical Abuse /Children 

^ Sexual Abuse / Children (both) 
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2 LOCAL NEWS 


MARCH 9,1999 — 


SPAIN'S PRINCE FILIPE 

IN TOWN 



MARCH 9,1999 


KING COMMENDS QATAR'S 
STEPS TOWARDS DEMOCRACY 

Mg MAJESTY KING Abdullah sent a cable King Abdullah said granting women "On behalf oF the people and govern- 
: ulh( Emir of Qatar Sheikh Hamad Bin equal rights to participate in the elec- ment of Jordalli , extend de est 
\uifah Al-Thani, commending the tions reflects the Emir's wisdom. Tore- , . . , . .. .. . 

taJf s directives to allow Qatari women sight and determination to bring about r ° ther y congratulations on this dlstln- 
nrnin municipal elections, along with equality in order for women to assume 8 l, <shed and couragious move taken by 


fek fellow men. their role in the service of thfelr nation". Qatar thanks to your wise directives and 

the King said he has followed with In his cable, the King went on to leadership, and determination to 
Interest rmd satisfaction the elec- express his deep appreciation of the pio- 5t then the prlndple of part icipation 

wmI orocess which the Emir has neering Qatari move towards democracy, . , 

ytoed, in a bid to strengthen democra- and extended his best wishes For the sue- that a ,ows each citlzen t0 utilize his cre ‘ 

litlfe and reinforce public participation cess and enhancement of the Qatari ative capbalities in the service of his 

kihe decision making of the country. experience. people", the King said. 



Agencies — SPAIN'S CROWN PRINCE 
Felipe arrived in Amman Monday on 
an official three day visit to Jordan 
during which he will meet with His 
Majsty King Abdullah and Jordanian 
officials. 

Upon arrival Prince Felipe , accom- 
panied by His Royal Highness Prince 
Faisal, visited the comb of His' 
Majesty the late King where he 
placed a wreath of flowers. 

The Prince also called on Her 
Majesty Queen Noor and Her Royal 
Highness Princess Ranla to offer his 
condolences to members of the Royal 
Family. 


Prince Felipe later held talks with 
Prime Minister Abchir-Raour 
Rawabdeli on bilateral ties, particu- 
larly in the economic field. 

Tile Crown Prince expressed appre- 
ciation of Jordan's stands on several 
issues and events that took place on 
the regional and international levels, 
saying “these stands have enjoyed 
the respect of leaders and people 
Worldwide" 

Prince Felipe said rhe world stands 
in respect for Jordan's continued 
achievements over the past decades, 
enabling it to assume a leading role 
on the world arena. 



The meeting was attended by 
Foreign Minister Abdul-llali Kliatib. 
Minister of Interior, Nayef Al-Qadi 
and Prince Felipe’s accompanying 
delegation. 

In remarks to reporters following 
the meeting, Rawabdeh affirmed 
Jordan's keenness to further strength- 
en relations between Jordan and 
Spain, the foundations of which 
where laid down by the *late King 
Hussein, and King Juan Carlos. 

Rawabdeh said relations between 
the two countries go back to 1949 
when diplomatic ties were first estab- 
lished between the two governments, 


and that the two Royal families enjoy 
a strong friendship on the personal 
level. 

The Prime Minister hailed Spain's 
stands in support ofjordan in the var- 
ious fields, and affirmed rhe govern- 
ment's determination to reinforce 
economic tics with Spain, particularly 
in the area the environmet, and joint 
projects by the private sectors of 
both parties. 

Prince Felipe later met with mem- 
bers of the Jordanian Spanish 
Friendship Society , chaired by 
Senator TWicr Al-M«sri. 

The Society was established in 


PRINCESS RANIA RECEIVES 
WOMEN DELEGATIONS » 


i _ - ft h ' 


, HRH PRINCESS RANIA Al 
Abdullah received Monday 
a number of delegations 
representing voluntary,- 
charity, educational, and 
cultural bodies front all 
over the Kingdom who 
offered the Princess their, 
condolences over the 
passing of v the- late King 
Hussein! ’ - V ; ' * 


people", the King said. 


king congratulates 

ASSAD ON NATIONAL DAY 


ns MAJESTY KING Abdullah 
wit a cable of congratula- 
tion to Syria's President 
Kfo Al-Assad on the occa- 
sion of his courttry's National 
Oiy. • 

In his cable, the King 
atehded die wishes of the 
pwament and people of 
Jodan to the president and 


people of Syria on the occa- 

“It is my great pleasure, to 
extend to you on behalf of 
the people and government 
of Jordan, my most sincere 
wishes on this occasion that 
embodies the aspirations of 
the brotherly people of Syria 
under your wise leadership". 


His Majesty wished Assad 
good health and his people 
continued prosperity and 
progress, and affirmed the 
Kingdom's determination to 
maintain and further 
strengthen the good relations 
between the two countries 
and peoples — Petra. 


MAJALI RECEIVES 
SUDBNESE 
DELEGATION 

DEPUTIZING FOR HIS Majesty 
King Abdullah, Speaker of the 
Lower House of Parliament 
Abdul Had! Al Majali received 
Monday an official Sudanese 
delegation that arrived In 
Amman to offer condolences 
over the passing of His 
Majesty the late King Hussein. 

Al Majali expressed the gov- 
ernment's appreciation for the 
kind sentiments expressed by 
the Sudanese President during 
his participation in the funeral. 


1 1 1 ■ M 1 1 1 » I i li-t Ll»Wi 


1998 to promote the existing friendly 
relations between the two count riei- 

It holds in its membership a coif 
ber of Jordanian personalities foa 
both the public and private sectors, 
as well representatives of the variow 
sectors, making up its Gened 
Assembly. 

With King Abdullah and Wngjua 
Carlos as Patrons, rhe society aims u 
further enhance economic. 
cultural and tourist exchange 
between the two people. 

The Society will resume Its al- 
lies. when the Kingdoms olflid 
mourning period Is.over. 


RAWABDEH: NO MIRACLES 
PROMISED 





RAMZI E. KHOURY 


Editor-In-Chief 




A commendable move, the Family Protection Unit was | 
established last year to investigate sexual violence 
against women and children by family members or 
strangers, physical abuse (unrelated to sex) against 
children by family members and domestic violence 
against women. The latter was put on hold because 
shelters protecting abused women are simply not 
available. 

Where in place, such shelters have proved life-sav- 
ing for battered women. Fleeing their boyfriends, hus- 
bands or fathers, women in many cases have no 
money or any other type of security that would help 
them survive the detachment or allow them to start a 
new life away from violence. 

Elsewhere than Jordan, women are adopted tem- 
porarily by these shelters until they are physically and 
emotionally ready to stand on their own feet. These 
shelters are considered the responsibility of society 
itself, which has produced the means for these 
women to be harmed in the first place. 

Here in Jordan, not only do we see some women 
hard hit by those who are supposed to love them, but 
some find themselves condemned to death by those 
who are supposed to protect them. 

So true, that some are now living in jail with con- 
victed criminals for no fault of their own - yet for their 
protection - with no apparent solution to their dilem- 
ma. 

Are we so hard up that we cannot setup a safe haven 
for those condemned by the backwardness of our 
society and narrow-mindedness of our ways? How 
much will it cost? Piasters when we are talking about 
life. 


DA1LY —Rawabdeh lias 
. 1 * Senate of his government’s 

*? ,utio n * maintain and further 

^jftHrt? )pea ^ 0n * 5etween cabi* 
it* members of Parliament. 

fetnnl p ? 1 * r '. Zi M Wfel extended 
fcS^ons.to Rawabdeh- over 
PriL anc * wished the- 
.. Minister and his cabinet, 
to their mission..* 
said he looked forward to 


a new era of wotk for the prosperity of 
the Kingdom, and expressed hope he 
would be able to shoulder the upcom- 
ing responsibilities. 

Ravyabdeh said he. Would npt promise 
miracles, but pledged to do his utmost, 

' together with .his ministers to imple-/ 
ment the directive* of Hl$ MajestyKing 
; Abdullah In.’tils'lftter of ;^$IJnatio|j. to/, 
tfle.-riffw gbVerafoei\t« ' * j, • 


“came from the heart of the legislative 
authority that represent the hopes and 
aspirations of the people”. 

JT He called on the Parliament members 
to keep an open dialogue with the gov- 
ernment to help it fulfill Its duties. 

'flie Prime Minister Said "his govern* 
yUentdoes not have agendas, but rather 
pnittigtional agenda aimed at serving 
/tlwbest Interests of the country", 
svvii-v-f • 








ON LAST INTERNATIONAL 
WOMEN'S DAY OF THE CENTURY 


What do they have to sav! 


A LEADING ACTIVIST in the field of discrimination among citizens and 
women’s rights said although to give women, especially En the 
Jordanian women have substanclai Badia and the rural areas, their Tull 
achievements, laws have not been rights. 

updated yet to ensure their full Kliader added that women who 
rights. "Jordan has singed in 1992 are victimized by family violence 
an agreement which stipulates that are reluctant to complain to the 
all forms of gender discrimination authorities because they cannot 
should be alleviated. Legislation, provide evidence for assaults taking 
however were not amended to ful- place within the Family, 
fill the terms included in the agree- According to the expert, women 
ment," said advocate Asma Kliader, hesitate to pursue their husbands 
who is Coordinator of Sisterhood because the latters will go to jail if 
Global Institute and And a human abuse is proven. As a consequence, 


rights activist. the family will lose its supporter. 

Khader said the Royal Letter of "There should be other penalties 
Designation addressed to the Prime rather than imprisonment,” 
Minister has catered for Women's demanded the lawyer, 
causes, when The King directed the In Khader's viewpoint, this is not 
new government to put an end to the only legal change to be brought 


Her Majesty Queen Noor is to reduce poverty and raise 
a member and former Jiving standards primarily by j 
President of the ISC, which is building on the knowledge j 
an advocacy group compris- and productivity of rural 
ing 15 wives of heads of women. The projects have 
states and governments rep- ranged from a new Rural 
resenting the world’s five Women’s Network in Saint 
regions, who promote the Lucia and the establishment 
implementation oT the of a first women's bank in 
Geneva Declaration for Rural Pakistan to rural micro enter- 
Women through the moblliza- prises and poverty-eradica- 
tion of political will and pub- tlon programs in East Asia as 
lie opinion and the formula- well as integrated production 
tion and implementation of and training projects for 

national policies for rural women within a broader 
women around the world. development model that also f | ra| | a j| Bi ai 

The ISC has supported the fosters legal changes and Burep» M 

establishment of innovative political participation in ■ni*rn<*tl«niil 

pilot projects that seek, with- Jordan and other Arab coun- J* Wow 
in their Local areas of Impact, tries. |”1L* 


FOR SALE 


about. She said the following points 
are worth review. 

First: Social security, military and 
civil pension laws should be amend- 
ed so that a working woman's fami- 
ly, in the event of her death, can 
receive her pension allowance, as 
with the case of male pensioners. 

Second: Nationality regulations 
should allow a Jordanian woman's 
children to acquire the Jordanian 
nationality when their father is non 
Jordanian. 

Moreover, restrictions regarding 
children's residence permits should 
be loosened. 

Third: Although the law has been 
changed, in practice women apply- 
ing for passports are still required 
to obtain their husbands' consent 


to that end. 

Fourth: The extenuating circum- 
stances provided for in the criminal 
law apply exclusively to men in the 
'honor killing' cases. 

Now if a woman kills her husband 
for committing adultery, she is not 
liable to a reduced sentence on 
equal terms, had her husband com- 
mitted the same murder. 

Fifth: A) the Civil Status' Code 
gives the husband the absolute 
right to divorce his wife without 
referring to the court. 

This is an arbitrary divorce and 
yet divorcees are not compensated 
for the harm done. 

B) As regards to unconditioned 
polygamy, Islamic law is not 
observed. 


Islam sets the following cog 
tions before allowing a mi 
marry more than one wife. 

First, his purpose should beq* 
tioned to make sure his move lif» 
tifiable. Then both the presenivi 
and the new one should It 
informed of the matter, and fob 
mer has the choice of asking b 
divorce. Most importantly, the b 
band should be financially capti 
of supporting his families. 

C) Alimony for the divorced win 
should be proportionate to tin 
standard of living. Ontheofc 
hand, there should be efTectiv? 
measures to prevent the hushnd 
from evading payment of ft 
alimonies. 


Interview by HIYAM SHARQA* 



IMPLEMENTING THE 
SOCIAL SECURITY 
PACKAGE 

MINISTER OF SOCIAL Development Faysal 
AI Rfou stressed the necessity or imple- 
menting the contents of The Letter of 
Designation concerning the social security 
package and anti-poverty and unemploy- 
ment programs. 

The Minister said at a meeting for the 
Planning Committee that “the Ministry 
should give special attention for unem- 
ployment and poverty alleviation pro- 
grams" adding that “their mission at the 
Ministry is to serve the poor and realize 
social justice”. 

He emphasized the importance of field 
work in order to stay informed of the situ- 
ation of the underprivileged groups and 
people of special needs. 

The Secretary General of the Ministry 
Farouk Nagaweih said the committee 
reviewed possible amendments to the 
Juvenile Aids regulations — Petra. 


A GULF PRESS 
DELEGATION IN PETRA 



MUSLIM BROTHERHOOD COHDEMNS 
ARRESTS AMONG ISLAMISTS 



A CLASSIC VILLA, 
IN A CLASSIC AREA 


J^Built Area 700 M 2 Approximately. 

S>Plol Of Land 1600 M 2 Approximately. 

Between 3 rd & 4 lh Circle, In The Vicinity: 
Of Zahran Palace. 

}>Sold By Owner. 

For Visit, Please Call Ms. Aida 
Tel. 4902001/4903001 Daily, 

Between 1 0 Am - 2 Pm. 


TWENTY EIGHT YEAR old Hanan was 
shot to death because she had a jealous 
husband. • 

The story began when the 32 year old 
husband, who works abroad, was on a 
vacation at home when he heard rumors 
about his wife having an affair. ‘ 

He was furious and confronted her 
with continued accusations, heating up 
at times to reach a stage of violence. 

The wife used to forcefully deny the 
rumors and appeal to her husband to 
trust her. But the husband would not lis- 
ten, and the same vicious cycle would 
cOntjmie, and the wife would eridi up 
being? beaten. v- Y' V • 


Unable to tolerate the situation any 
longer, Hanan left the matrimonial house 
and went to court for a Separation and 
divorce suit. 

She won the case and the court deci- 
sion was put into force, preventing her 
husband from interfering in her life. 

The husband, however, could not 
accept the reality of the situation, and 
hot abiding by the court decision, went 
to visit hi? wire. ... 

On reaching the building he spotted 
his wife talking to a male neighbor. 
Fuming and Turi6us at the scene of his ' 
wife with another man, he headed 
towards her and starteii . Interrogating 


her about her relation with neig 

Feeling secured by the powej 
law behind her, Hanan toller 
that it was not his .bMsihess.iEpP.: 

Here the husband was 
degree of bolllhg, 50 K 
9mm pistol and shodts ' 

bullets entered. *4 ' WF. J 
dropped dead, instantly.;!? 3 .... 
two children under the.asetf?’ 1 

The hutband|lf 

with chaises Of mufdeh Hh. c 5. 
court, (iroin the: filet of I'tf’’ 


THAN 10 Islamists have been 
rifled in Rusalfa and some are still 
Wer interrogation after more than 80 
tor. 

‘They have been arrested without trial 
w a period of two months or more," 
.Secretary General of the Islamic Action 
frail Party |IAFp), Abdul Latif Arabiyat 
The Arab Daily. "We hope that nego- 
Giions with the government will lead to 
^release of the detainees”, he added, 
treasons behind the campaign are 
known. Nasser Joudeh, Former 
a«ion Minister said in his last 
ton ^ erence l ^ at l lc did not know 
™ ^ matter, and denied that this 
of action is a routine procedure of 
“government. 

k 1 P fe « release last week, the 

. m Brot herhood condemned the 

!? s Particularly .that of the member 
«IAFP consultative Council [Shoura| 
Abu Sa’ad and pro-Homns 

uts who were arrested more than 

°month azo. 


"We demand the instant release of our 
brothers and all political detainees,” the 
press release read. 

Hamas spokesman in Jordan Ibrahim 
Goslieh said to The Arab Daily “Hamas is 
not popularly organized outside the 
West Bank, yet all the active members of 
the Islamic Brotherhood and the Islamic 
Front Action Party (IFAP) sympathize with 
Hamas since it embodies their concept of 
an Islamic movement. 

The Security agents also arrested JafTar 
Hurani a member of the “shoura" of 
|I.F.A.P|. Majed Malah, a nurse at the 
Islamic Hospital, lias been detained for 
more than 80 days.Yazeed Kliudur, Abdul 
Karim Dahnbi, Ali Jabawi Bassam Zebian, 
Mustafa Ibrahim Abdul Latif Abu-Zaid 
and khalld Khamles, were also detained 
at Inter. 

Meanwhile tjie security authorities 
released last Week Amjad Kharof, who 
. was arrested With Majed Malah on 
December 17 last year at their homes, 
and were kept In Zarkajail. before being 


' -t v •• ’ 

A PRESS DELEGATION from the 
Gulf States visited the Petra 
Region Monday for a tour of 
the various tourist facilities and 
developmental projects cur- 
rently existing in the Region. 

The delegation, comprising 
ten senior journalists and writ- 
ers from different media insti- 
tutions of the Gulf Cooperation 

I Council, were taken on a tour 
of the various hotels and 


tourist facilities around the 
Petra area to get n first hand 
experience of what the City has 
to offer in terms of investment 
and touristic potentials. 

The delegation are to do 
comprehensive media coverage 
of the Petra Region in their 
respective media organizations 
in a bid to promote the 
Region's attractions — Petra. 


transferred to Amman, according to their 
families. I 

“More than ten people came to our 
house with a search warrant from the 
Attorney General, three from the Public 1 
Security, the Rusaifa |Mukhtar| and oth- 
ers from the Intelligence Department," 
said Suliaib, son of the detainee Ahmad 
Abu Sa'ad. 

He added "They asked about video 
tapes, computer discs and a mobile 
phone.” 

“They searched the books and the 
house, room by room concentrating on 
the bedroom. They were extremely 
polite," Suhaib said. 

Regarding his family’s morale after this 
period of arrest, he said "thank God, we 
are being patient. I submitted a request 
to visit my father two days ago and 1 am 
still waiting for permission." 

The Arab Daily has been trying for the 
last two days to contact the interior 
Minister Naif Al-Qadi, but he was riot 
by NASER SHAD1D 


MAN MURDERS 
WIFE OVER MONEY 


AFTER A LONG QUARREL 
between the newly-married 
couple. Sulla ii, the husband, 
murdered his wife because she 
refused to sell her jewelry for 
some badly needed money, said 
a lieutenant at the Public 
Relations Department who 
asked to remain anonymous. 

“The husband is unemployed 
and relies on his wife for a liv- 
ing. She worked at a factory in 
Amman," he said. 

According to the officer, the 
couple were married for three- 
months only when they started 
having financial problems. The 
husband asked his brothers for 
assistance, but they refused. 

The quarrel that resulted in 
the murder took place when he 
. asked Ezdehar (his wife) to sell 


her jewelry, but she refused, 
telling him to go and find a job 
instead.” 

Sufian stabbed his wife 
viciously in her neck and chest. 
After she had bled to death, lie 
set the house on fire. 

"He might have done so in 
order to mislead the police in 
case he got arrested," said the 
leiutenant. 

The criminal’s brothers who 
live in an appartment opposite 
him, broke down the house 
when they heard the explosion 
of the gas bottle, 

The couple were immediate- 
ly transferred to AI- Bashir 
Hospital. Sufian suffered 
injuries to several parts of his 
body. He remains hospitalized. 

. by AN ARAB DAILY REPORTEfl 


three suspects at large in armed robbery 


5? ^stigating an 
robbery attempt that 
in Sunday, 

jng three suspects 
•irfti. lar * e - The 

to* s P ect ' n the case was 

t; d h e V ight after the 

*oi vi L Yhl taken p,ace ' 

MU 1 the su "> of JOD 


A police officer at the Zarqa 
Police Department who asked 
to remain unidentified, said 
that the arrested man Is of 
Egyptian nationality who lived 
in the city. He is how cooper- 
ating with, the police, in their 
investigations. ■ 

'■! The police officer added that 
the four robbers stopped a 


vehicle used specially to trans- 1 
fer , money, from the Centraj 
Bank to one:of;the local banks 
in Jordan, Beat’ the driver and 
robbed him of a bag full of 
money, before .they fled, leav- 
ing the driver in a serious con- 
dition, ■ \ ■ - • 

The police: were hotifled 
Immediately about the armed 


robbery and. chased the. sus-'. 
pects until they reached the 
Tabarbour area on.* the out- 
skirts of Amman. 

"We managed to arrest only 
one and our primary investiga- 
tion? have led us. so far to 
descriptions ; 6f ; the thrhe 
remaining suspects.” ' . , • 

The officer decllned td :give 


further details 1 about the kind : 
of weapons the suspects used 
in the failed armed robbery 
attempt.' " .-. ' 

“This Is the business of the 
■Criminal Investigation. 

Department,” he said. 

. Dy NOURA WAZANI 

■t ■ •**;.-;]: Crime Reporter 
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NEW DELHI (AFP) — Indian Prime Minister Aral Behari Vajpayee 
Monday paid tribute to the lace Emir of Bahrain Sheik Issa Ben 
Salman Al Khalifa, saying he had captured the hearts of his coun- 
trymen. “His Highness... was rightly known as the ‘Aniir of the 
people' on account of the love and affection he felt for his peo- 
ple and the deep sense of commitment he had for their welfare 
and prosperity,* 1 lie said in a condolence letter released by the 
foreign ministry here Monday. “We in India greatly appreciated 
his abiding desire to strengthen ties with this country," Vajpayee 
said, adding: "It was due in large measure to His Highness's 
regard for India that thousands of Indians found such a conge- 
nial home in Bahrain.” Sheik Issa died on Saturday of a sudden 
heart attack. . 


GULF WOMEN 
STEPS TOWARDS 


Tab DAiLy - MARCH 9, 1999 


TAKE VEILED 
EMANCIPATION 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — US Defense Secretary William Cohen 
expressed confidence Monday that a six billion dollar sale of F- 
36 fighters to the United Arab Emirates remains on track. Cohen 
said he discussed the 80 fighter deal with UAE’s military chief of 
staff, Sheik Mohammad Ben Zayed. “I think we are moving 
ahead with the proposal," he said. "We hope to continue to 
make progress on it." US defense officials say discussions are 
continuing over the electronic warfare software the aircraft will 
carry. The UAE wants it to be able to identify other US-made 
warplanes as potential foes, something which the Pentagon has 
resisted. 


BAGHDAD (R) — The Iranian opposition Mujahideen Klialiq, 
based In Iraq, said on Monday Iranian agents ambushed one oF 
its vehicles north of Baghdad, but it made no mention of casu- 
alties. It said in a statement Iranian "terrorists" had fired guns 
and tossed grenades at the vehicle near Klialis, 60 kilometers 
north of Baghdad, in an attempt to kill Mujahideen passengers. 
"The terrorists... had to flee when Mujahideen returned fire,” it 
said, adding die attackers left behind two guns, several maga- 
zines and n number of grenades. The Mujahideen Khaliq uses 
Iraq as a springboard for attacks Into Iran and lias several bases 
equipped with tanks, heavy guns and helicopter gunships close 
to the Iranian border. Mujahideen bases have been the target of 
air and rocket attacks by Iran. Their office in Baghdad, ringed by 
a concrete wall, has (survived several mortar and bomb attacks.) 


DAMASCUS (AFP) — Syria's gross domestic product, its exports 
and its imports all rose in 1998, the government reported in a 
statement issued Monday. The statement, published to mark the 
36th anniversary of the coining to power of the ruling Baath 
party, said GDP rose to SI 7.5 billion in 1998, up 10.7 percent 
over the previous. Exports rose by 3.7 percent, to $5.5 billion, 
while imports increased by 3.2 percent, to reach S5.6 billion. 


CAIRO (AP) — Tlie government temporarily closed four major 
foreign exchange firms beginning Monday, accusing them of 
causing a surge in the US dollar against the Egyptian pound. 
Also Monday, Mahmoud Al Arabi, head of the General 
Federation of the Chamber of Commerce, said the Central Bank 
has agreed to release $2 billion from its $21 billion reserve to 
boost the sagging Egyptian currency. Akhbar Al Youm, a govern- 
ment-owned weekly, put the figure at $1 billion. The Central 
Bank has not commented on the reported move to prop up the 
local currency as a means to keep import costs - and inflation - 
from going up. On Thursday, however, Central Bank governor 
Ismael Hassan blamed the troubles on importing too many 
unnecessary luxury goods. 


DOHA (AFP) — Women in the 
conservative Gulf Arab monar- 
chies have made some progress 
towards emancipation, such ns 
voting for the first time in 
Qatar on Monday, International 
Women's Day, hut still have a 
long way to go. 

From Saudi Arabia to Kuwait 
and the other coastal emirates, 
women have the region’s oil 
wealth to thank for granting 
them an education. 

Women in the Saudi king- 
dom are not- allowed to drive, 
nor to venture out without a 
veil. But whereas schooling for 
girls was forbidden up until the 
1950s, girls now make up more 
than 50 percent in schools and 
universities. 

Ill the workplace, however, 
women account for only 5.5 
percent. 

Most of those with a job are 
restricted to employment as 
teachers or as nurses, because 
of strict segregation of the 
sexes in Saudi Arabia. 

In Qatar, women could not 
only vote but also run as candi- 
dates in Qatar's first vote for a 
municipal council. Six, mostly 
university academics, contest- 
ed the polls. 




Qatari women cast their < 

But weighed down by tradi- 
tion. few women in Qatar dare 
to go behind the wheel of a car. 

The highest government post 
held by Gulf women is under- 
secretary, such as in the United 
Arab Emirates where a woman 
has Tor the first time been 
appointed to the post in the 


ole during local elections i 

labor and social affairs ministry. 

Women make up 11.4 per- 
cent of the workforce among 
UAE nationals. 

The percentage is higher in 
Bahrain, where they have a rel- 
atively strong education. 

In Kuwait, several women 
hold the posts of umlersecre- 


COHEN PROPOSES TO MONITOR 
IRANIAN, IRAQI MISSILE TESTS 


tary or ambassador, bui wkm 
do not have the vote aldio./ 
the stare lias the only elect.-: 
parliament on the Arab sidii 
the Gulf. 

Three women serve as irk 
secretaries in Oman and r«. 
others sit on an appointede- 
sultarive council. 


DHABI (DPA) — US 
. Secretary William 
has proposed to 
jton's allies in the Gulf a 
fo monitor missile tests 
Oilt by Iran and Iraq, 
jl, who arrived In Abu 
’from Oman, ; said the 
j>ri could place in the 
Sjuntries. Including the 
(Arab Emirates, receivers 
;twldget information on 
jests from Iran and Iraq 
Satellites. 

IS defence secretary 
Abu Dhabi with the 
of the Emirates Sheik 
Sultan Al Nahayan 
also due to meet Abu 
K Crown -Prince Sheik 
Ben Zaid Al Nahayan. 

Cbhen met Monday in 
Stent with Omani leader 
Qabus to discuss mili- 
uiy cooperation in the region, 
including a regional anti-mis- 
lik defence system. 

. On Saturday Cohen 
announced In Bahrain that the 
US has just taken the final step 


necessary to approve a Bahraini 
request to purchase Advanced 
Medium Range Air to Air 
Missiles (AMRAAM). 

In Saudi Arabia, the second 
leg of his tour, sources said 
Riyadh had also purchased the 
American missiles. 

The AMRAAM missiles, 
which cost S386.000 each, 
have an active radar that guides 
them to their targets. 

The United Arab Emirates 
was the first Arab country to 
get approval to buy the missiles 
while Israel was the first coun- 
try in the Middle East to pur- 
chase them. 

Cohen's nine-day tour will 
also take him to Kuwait, Qatar, 
Egypt, Jordan and Israel. 

The US conducts frequent 
attacks on Iraq's air defenses in 
the no-fly zones in the south 
and north of Iraq. 

The no-fiy zones were set up 
after the 1991' Gulf War to pro- 
tect Kurdish and Shiite rebels 
from the government in 
Baghdad. 
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I Preiidenl Shaikh Zayad bln Sultan Al Nahyan, right, recalvei Cuban In Abu Phnhl, an Monday 


QATAR BALLOT BLOWS BREEZE OF DEMOCRACY 
THROUGH STRICT GULF MONARCHIES 


VEDRINt GULF REACTION TO FRENCH 
INITIATIVE ON IRAQ IS POSITIVE 


DOHA (AFP) — Qatar held land- 
mark elections on Monday 
blowing a rare wind of democ- 
racy through the conservative 
Gulf region as women not only 
voted but also stood as candi- 
dates. 

The first real elections - to a 
single municipal council - in the 
history of the gas-rich sheik- 
dom were billed by officials as a 
first step towards establishing 
on elected parliament. 

"We started with elections to 
tiie chamber of commerce and 
industry," Prime Minister Sheik 
Abdullah Ben Khalifa Al Than! 
told reporters, referring to' a. 
restricted vote last year. 
x "Today we are electing a 
municipal council and soon, 
after drawing up a permanent 
constitution, we will hold leg- 
islative elections," said Sheik 
Abdullah, who is also interior 
minister. 

Head of state Sheik Hamad 
Ben Khalifa Al Thani, who over- 
threw his father'' in 1995, 
launched moves towards 
democracy in July with a law to 
set up the council. 

it has no real power - official- 
ly, the municipal body will 
“supervise implementation of 
laws and resolutions concern- 
ing the ministry of municipal 
and agricultural affairs.”. * 




A Qatari boy plays with candidate's leaflets yes- 
terday In Doha during local elections. 


The council's recommenda- 
tions can only be submitted to 
tlie cabinet with the approval of 
the ministry itself. 

The Emir, Sheik Hamad, ■ 
announced on Nov. 16 a deci- 
sion to appoint a committee of 
experts to draw up a perma- 
nent constitution which would 
provide for a directly-elected 
parliament.. 

Held on. International 
Women’s Day,, the elections 
saw six women candidates, 
although few Qatari women 
drive or uncover their face in 
public. 

The six, most university acad- 


emics, are among 227 candi- 
dates running for the 29 seats 
td the council, which will have a 
four-year mandate. 

With 1 8 as the minimum vot- 
ing age, the electorate numbers 
12,327 men and 9,665 women 
out of a total population of 
522,000, of whom only an esti- 
mated 100,000 are Qatari 
fiationals. 

Despite $he progress, tradi- 
tion remained to the fore and 
segregation was strictly 
enforced Monday. Men and 
woman had separate voting 
booths as well ps separate 
entrances to polling stations. 


Most women candid 
based their election ptafo' 
on issues such as the emir.- 
ment, the family, and hi 1 
but few held out much hope' 
being elected. I 

“Just taking part is a vinen 

said candidate Muza AlMfii | 

Parliamentary delegarir-: 
invited to supervise die P* 
were more upbeat. “Any A& 
cratic activity in a Guffaw* 1 ) 
means wider partjd^ 
said Ahmad Saadun, speaks , 
Kuwait's parliament- ' 
Oman Is the only oik® 81 
Arab state td haw 
women the vote or the ij- 
run as candidates, aMw 

a strictly 

sultatlve capndl sii ^ 
October. . 

Kuwait jlohe'/MiKp* 
Arab states. has ai)d«K*F 

|lament:and.a:muniap*^ 

but women _fli ^ 
vote or to 1 

Parli^meritarif !Vr 

from a dbzen 

countries, are 

Qatar elections'. ^ ^ 

'holds, pf^9.,^ n ^jrV i| 
dose' ( 

pjiii oiw * 

|§ffpf 


KUWAIT (AP) — The Gulf states response to a 
French initiative on Iraq’s disarmament has been 
■«ry encouraging," French Foreign Minister 
Hubert Vedrin said Sunday. 

Vedrin stopped in Kuwait for a few hours at the 
md of a tour of the Gulf region that took in the 
L'nited Arab Emirates and Qatar. 

“In every stop,.. I noticed big interest and a will 
to talk to France about these ideas," the minister 
fold reporters after he met with his Kuwaiti coun- 
terpart. Sheik Sabah Al Ahmad Al Sabah. 

Vedrin said the proposal, which was offered to 
the UN Security Council In January, was still not at 
“w stage of a "complete plan." 

fire proposal colls for long-term monitoring of 


Iraq's weapons sites in order to ensure that 
Baghdad does not resume production of biologi- 
cal, nuclear and chemical weapons or long-range 
missiles. 

It also calls for removing the curbs on oil 
exports that have been imposed on Iraq since its 
invasion of Kuwait in 1990. 

The United States has not rejected the propos- 
al, which Paris sees as less intrusive and aggres- 
sive than the UN weapons searches that Iraq halt- 
ed last year. The Baghdad move led to punishing 
alrstrikes by the US and Britain in December. 

Vedrin told reporters that Sheik Sabah told him 
that "Kuwait will support any move that would 
enhance the regional security and the security of 


Kuwait." 

More than eight years after the 1991 Gulf Wai 
that liberated Kuwait from a seven-month Iraqi | 
occupation, this small state still fears Iraqi aggres- 
sion. 

Kuwait signed 10-year defense agreements with 
its western allies, tire US. Britain, France and 
Russia, after the war. 

France, along with Russia and China, support 
the lifting of sanctions. Iraq lias given the coun- 
tries preferential treatment in trade under the UN- 
approved oil-for-food program, and they are 
favored to win contracts to develop Iraq's ojl 
fields after the sanctions are lifted. 


Ipl*^ 
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*** that Kuwait was not in dls- dearly that all these matters, a political Initiative. Washlngt 0 " did notagree witlrParls 

Stance over Itsproposals whether the lifting, of sanctions on Sheik Sabah "told me Kuwait ^ehappenod.sageewlhthat 
^ Peaceful outcome to the Iraq Iraq or any other, proposal, were .would suppirt any move which guar- proposal. Cohen said Riyadh 
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"encouraging responses” for French defend the strikes, called for a hard- 


£*-5 of the Wen* ' ^Vedrine; hlidlh^a thrown Guir . I.Btiir US ; Difjnse Secretary Wlllian, . monltprjng of Iraqi ^P«~:W 
jglffiggg e !td the crisis with Iraq and any tour. i.'iSn Kuwait,! Mld.he; heayti ■ 'OshgAy-^ ._P --Gutf toUr ; to . grams. 


IRAQ: US IN 
NEED OF NEW 
LINE AFTER 
'FAILURE' OF 
AIR STRIKES 

BAGHDAD (AFP) — Tire United S rates 
needs to adopt a new policy toward 
Baghdad after the “failure” ul its air 
strikes, an official Iraqi newspaper said 
Monday. 

Al Jumhuriya called on the US admin- 
istration “to halt its hostile policies 
toward Iraq, especially the air raids 
which have ended up in failure over the 
past few years." 

Washington "must understand that 
such actions do not frighten the Iraqi 
people, which in the past has patiently 
endured other more difficult tests," it 
said. 

The daily said the United States 
would have "to adopt a new line of 
conduct toward Iraq by gradually 
renoundng its hostile policies which 
have proved to be useless," 

. Washington has "no clear vision" of 
how to deal with Baghdad, it said. 

Another official daily, Ai Qadlssiya, 
slammed US Defense Secretary William 
Cohen's current Gulf tour, which .It said 
was almpd at "keeping up the aggres- 
sion against Iraq." 

r In Saudi. Arabia on Saturday, tHe 
defense secretary met King Fahd, "trai- 
tor of the (Muslim) holy places; tp dis- 
cuss the military aspect of the .US strat- 
egy" of air strikes combined ydth ^anc- 
tjons. it said. / Vv * * .*:•* : 

: fjjie United States is a strong advo- 
cate of keeping In place a UN ,'eqbargo 
1mpbsed. on Iraq.forits August'jgBO 
IhWsidn pfiKuwait. i ‘ \;.,V 
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(PILES) A (lie picture daletl 38 February IMS chow* an P/A IS "Hornet" returning te the flight 
lowing a mission in support of Operation Soulhorn Watch over southern Iraq. 


IRAQ SAYS US, BRITAIN 
BLOCK TELEPHONE DEALS 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — Oik- person 
was injured in US-led air raids 
on northern and southern Iraq 
on Monday and anti-aircraft 
gunners opened lire nt the war- 
planes. an Iraqi military 
spokesman said. 

The US military said its 
planes taking off from Turkey 
bombed radar sires in the 
northern "no-fly” zone that 
posed a threat to the aircraft. 

"The black crows filed mis- 
siles ar certain civilian targets 
and anti-aircraft defence sites, 
wounding a citizen," the Iraqi 
spokesman said, quoted by the 
official news agency INA. 

He said the “hemic" anti-air- 
craft gunners "fired at the 
enemy planes and forced them 
to turn back to TUrkey," after 
overflying the northern regions 
of Arbil, Daliuk and Ninivdi. 

In the south, Iraqi gunners 
also challenged US-led planes 
which entered Iraq's airspace 
from Kuwait and Saudi Arabia. 

The latest raids look place as 
US Defence Secretary William 
Cohen continues his tour of the 
Gulf to defend the almost daily 
strikes since December by US 
and British warplanes, INA 
noted. 



BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq accused the United States and 
Britain on Monday of blocking contracts to upgrade 
its transport and telecommunications systems 
under an "oit-for-food" deal with the United Nations. 

Iraq's telecommunications were badly damaged 
by U$ and allied air strikes during the 1 991 Gulf War. 
The system has been partially, repaired but remains 
out or date and lacks spare parts. 

"Our transport and communications sector lias 
lacked financial allocations since the memorandum 
of understanding came Into effect," the Iraqi News 
Agency quoted Communications and Thmsport 
Minister Ahmad Murtada Ahmad Khalil as snying, in 
a reference to a memorandum signed with the 
United Nations. 

He said a UN technical leant that visited Iraq last 
year to assess the country's needs "proposed an 
amount of 2 percent of the requirements of this seo 


“The United Nations, however, did not endorse 
these little allocations due to persistence of the US 
and British representatives at [sanctions! committee 
661," he said. 

Iraq is under stringent economic sanctions 
imposed for Baghdad's 1990 invasion of Kuwait. 

Under the rules of the UN pact all food, oil, and 
other contracts must be passed to a special com- 
mittee at the world body’s headquarters for 
approval before shipments call be made. 

"Blocking these allocations means America and 
Britain are aiming at banning Iraqi people," Khalil 
said. 

Klialil told an Iraqi newspaper earlier this month 
that a UN sanctions committee had barred unidenti- 
fied French companies from upgrading Iraq’s war- 
damaged and out-of-date telephone system. 


ARAFAT TO MEDIATE BETWEEN SADDAM 
HUSSEIN AND KURDISH' GROUP 


RAMALLAH (AFP) - Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat will 
attempt ro mediate between 
Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein and a leader of one of 
two Kurdish groups which con- 
trol northern Iraq, . a 
Palestinian official sajd on 
Monday. 

The official said that Arafat 
would probably meet Massud 
Bnrzanl, the leader of the 
Kurdish Democratic , . Party 


(KDP), in the next two weeks in 
an international capital 
although the precise date and 
venue of the talks have yet to 
be decided, 

"The Palestinian Authority is 
making these efforts.,, to try 
to maintain the unity of Iraq 
and its territorial integrity," 
the official, who spoke-ph con- 
dition of anonymity; told AFP, 
An envoy sent by,. Barzani is 
;kndwn recently to have met 


Palestinian Labor Minister 
Azzam Al Ahmad who, as a for- 
mer Palestinian Ambassador to 
Baghdad, enjoys close ties 
with thq Iraqi leadership, 

' Barzani’s KDP and the 
Patriotic Union of Kurdistan 
(PUK) led by Jala! Thlabani have 
controlled most of northern 
Iraq since the 1991 Gulf War, 

. but tbeir.pdrtnership collapsed 
to..’ j.994 duev to : rifts 1 over 
pqwerTsharing and revenue, ; . 


The US military said f-Ki 
S trike Eagles, acting fa, $ 
defence, "dropped G«m 

laser-guided bombs on mbj 

Iraqi anti-aircraft artillery sic 
around Saddam Lake." 

The action came after 
craft "detected several mi 
Iraqi radars posing a thruta 
coalition forces," said the state 
ment issued from Incidi a 
base in southeast Hi rkey 

"There is no reported tpt 
or damage to coalition km, 
and damage to Iraqi rorati 
currently under assessment’ 
the statement added. 

There have been almost dal) 
clashes between Iraqi a 
defenses and allied aircraft c 
the no-fly zones since the far- 
day bombing campaign by ifx 
United States and Brilaiqii 
December. 

Baghdad does nor recognize 
the exclusion zones whkhwenr 
imposed after the 1991 Cti 
War to protect Iraq’s Kurdift 
and Shiite minorities. 

Ankara has rejKte! 
Baghdad's calls to stop 
ing US and British planes fuo 
using Incirlik air base for str- 
veillance flights. 



An unidentified Iraqi woman models a summer dress during « foslfio . ]£|i 

in file Sheraton hotel in Baghdad on Monday. Iraqi women depend ©** 
made clothes because of the eight-year long U.N. trade sanctions on 
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juiucQis (AFP)'— US Assistant Secretary of Slate Martin Indyk 
to Damascus within the next few days as part of a 
Middle Eastern tour, the official Syrian news agency SANA said 
Monday. Hie agency said it got the information from the Paris- 
ian Radio Orient, which is owned by former Lebanese Prime 
Eer Rafik Hariri and broadcasts to Lebanon. 

| TheUS embassy in Damascus confirmed that Indyk will travel 
I to the region but did not give the dates lor his visit. 

I [ndyk is expected to discuss the resumption of Israel’s peace 
1 tiks with Syria and Lebanon and Syrian-US relations, the agency 
■aid. His visit comes amid heightened public debate in Israel 
j over whether the country should withdraw its forces from the 
une h occupies in south Lebanon. Lebanese Prime Minister 
tffflHosssald Saturday that the 1949 armistice with Israel 
weld be revived if the Jewish state pulled our. 

However, Syria is the main power broker in Lebanon and 
opposes any Lebanese-lsraeli accord, unless Israel also gives 
bade the Golan Heights, captured from Damascus in the 1%7 
(fiddle East war. Israel 1-Syrian peace talks were broken off in 
ftbiuary 1996, several months ahead of Israel's general elec- 
tions. New Israeli elections are scheduled for May. 

Indyk will also travel to Lebanon, Jordan, Morocco and Tlirkey, 
abort he will tel! leaders that US President Bill Clinton is con- 
riured "that an Israeli-Syrian accord is useful for the peace 
ipocvtt In the region and for ties between Damascus and 
htohington," SANA said. 


ARAB LEAGUE: QADHAFI GETS 
GUARANTEES ON LOCKERBIE 


CAIRO (AP) — Saudi Arabia, 
South Africa and Egypt have 
helped push the Lockerbie 
dispute with Libya toward a 
settlement, Arab League 
Assistant Secretary General 
Zakaria Ismail said Sunday. 

Speaking after Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak and 
League Secretary General 
Esmat Abdul Meguid held 
talks with Libyan President 
Moammar Qadhafi in Cairo, 
Zakaria said he hoped these 
discussions would be "the last 
part of the Lockerbie case 
file." 

Qadhafi has held two other 
rounds of talks with Mubarak 
since lie arrived in Egypt on 
Friday to discuss the pro- 
posed hand-over by Libya of 
two suspects wanted for the 
1988 bombing of a Pan Am 
plane over Lockerbie. 
Scotland, that left 270 people 
dead. 



A female bodyguard walks In front of hor loader 
Libyan President Mounter Kadhafl during his tour 
at the Egyptian museum In Cairo on Sunday. 

"Libya wanted guarantees Libyan suspects ore handed 
to three important points, over; that the suspects are 
which are the lifting of the not handed over to Britain 
|UN| sanctions, instead of sus- before their rrial and sen- 
pending them, as soon as the tence; and that the trial does 


not expand to other sus- 
pects," Egypt's official Middle 
East News Agency quoted 
Zakaria as saying. 

Zakaria said he hoped Libya 
had got “enough guarantees 
on these three main points." 

Referring to the countries 
that had mediated between 
the United Nations and Libya, 
Zakaria said: "Saudi Arabia, 
South Africa and Egypt had a 
positive effect in pushing the 
Lockerbie case along the road 
of a fair solution.*' The UN 
Security Council has main- 
tained a limited embargo on 
Libya since 1992 in a bid to 
force it to hand over the 
wanted men. Under a US- 
Britisli plan, the suspects will 
be tried according to Scottish 
law in The Netherlands. 

Ogypr has been pressing 
Libya to settle the matter. 
Qadhafi said last week that a 
deal was close. 


BAHRAIN'S NEW EMIR: 

A FOREIGN POLICY HARDLINER, 
MORE MODERATE INTERNALLY 


ARAFAT IN CAIRO 
FOR TALKS WITH MUBARAK 


MANAMA (AFP) — Bahrain’s new 
emiris considered to favor a hardline 
oftreign policy, particularly in a land 
dispute. Vvith Qarar, but may take a 
more moderate approach to domes- 
tic unrest, diplomats said Monday. 
Sl^'Haniad Ben Issa Al Khalifa’s 
WWipn to power Saturday follow- 
ing the iudden death of his father 
a heart- attack was the first 
% change of power since Bahrain 
^on. Independence from Britain in 
1971.' - 

The tal^over is likely to lead to sig- 
" iBant In this Gulf island 
W’s policies, the most marked of 
tJ 1 * diptoniats said, will be the 
e ®ir i hands-on approach.. 

fits father, Sheik Issa,' left most 
JWo-day decisions, to his. brother," 
Minister Sheik, Khalifa . Ben. 
Tj™ A] Khalifa, one diplomat said. 
Jbt Sheik Hamad has always been 
tp make his mark on' govern- 
W business and that will intensify 
, ^s ti ie number one 
n a oF absolute numar- 

JJ* ^onship between the new 
thjni«L 1 ^ prime mlnister has in 
urn* Mn tense, with the premier 
too-, Jj 10 have a much tougher 
oncost Issues than his 



, , amad ] is seen as more 
and less moderate than his, 
im. j' t L n ' 0,e mod erate than the 
^nlster,' one Western dlplo- 

4SS! ,he emir theoretically has 
appoint and dismiss the 
iL ” ,tr ‘ diplomat? said they 
" ol «pen any chanee in the near 


future. 

Nor did they expect Immediate 
changes in major government posts, 
most of which are held by members 
of the ruling family- The emir's eldest 
son, Sheik Salman, was expected to 
be named as rile new crown prince. 

The new ruler's most pressing 
domestic challenge will be the politi- 
cal unrest which erupted in the arch- 
ipelago in December 1994. 

Led mainly by Shiite Muslims, the 
opposition has agitated for a restora- 
tion of parliament, which was dis- 
solved by the old emir in 1975. 

"There were reports that Sheik 
Hamad approached the main opposi- 
tion- group in London, the Bahrain 
Freedom Movement [BFM|, a few 
years ago and offered some kind of 
deal,” one diplomat snid, 

"But the negotiations were under- 
kilned when the. government put 
eight members of the BFM on trial in 
absentia,'" ho said. . 

The initiative tohold the trial may 
have come from the prime minister,, 
but It would have been backed by the 
old emir, who tended tb side with his 
brother on internal security matters, 
Sheik Hamad’s moderation ^tl the 
unrest will only go so far. . - * 

His military background will 

strongly' Influence policy, and there , 
are reports he has threatened - on at ' 
least one occasion to send in the 
army to quel! unruly Shiite 1 villages. 

But now that he is emir, the diplo*- 
mats said, he may feel it necessarjto 
reduce fhese threat's and play £ more 
conciliatory, role, closer to. Jiis^ 
father’s position. ;.t* : !:•» . • .:»/- 

fh rhp «finrr term, he is Ifkely to put, 


down unrest and a large security 
presence on the streets that has been 
noted already by diplomats and jour- 
nalists. 

Statements from the opposition in 
London have indicated they are will- 
ing to negotiate an end to the vio- 
lence that has claimed at least 38 
lives. And graffiti on some village 
walls is urging the new emir to 
reopen talks. 

In foreign policy, there is likely to 
be a tougher line on the dispute over 
the Hawar islands, occupied by 
Bahrain but claimed by neighboring 
Qatar. 

The case is before the World Court 
in The Hague, but Bahrain has made 
it dear it will only accept a decision 
in its favor. 

Sheik Hamad has been known to 
Favor military Intervention if needed, 
but that position may also be moder- 
ated now that he Is Emir. 

■ Ties with. Iran will continue to 
thaw, diplomats 1 said. 

The relatioriship is now, on the 
ambassadorial level for the first time 
since 1996, qnd Manama’s accusa- 
tions that Tfehran is funding Bahrain's 
Hizbollah group have more or less 
.ceased. .y ; 

Bahrain’s relationship with mighty 
neighbor Saudi Arabia will also 
! remairt warm;: Manama relies heavily 
on Riyadh for eamomlc help 'and 
triide, arid its clbse ties with the king- 
' dom have afforded it a more promi- 
nent regional, role. 

: - Tie? y/ith tKe We^r will also be 
/rilainraiiied, especially ' with The 
y Uqltftf Sties', Whose , Fifth ’fleet Is 
V.Bas^in Babrato.'l 1 r *. , ‘ v . : 


CAIRO (AFP) — Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat arrived here on Monday for 
calks with Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak on how to break the deadlock 
with Israel over completing the interim 
period of the peace process. 

The president of the Palestinian 
National Authority arrived at Cairo inter- 
national airport on a flight from Gaza. 


A Palestinian official said the talks 
form part of a round of intensive discus- 
sions Arafat is due to hold with Arab 
leaders over the remaining period of less 
than two months before the five-year 
interim period of the Oslo pence process 
between Israel and the Palestinians ends 
on May 4. 


FISTFIGHTS ERUPT BETWEEN 
PALESTINIANS AND JEWISH SETTLERS 

BETHLEHEM (AFP) — Flstfights broke out in the south of the West Bank oil Monday 
as Palestinian villagers clashed with Jewish settlers over a trench being dug on Arab 
land, witnesses said. 

The dashes broke out when bulldozers hired by residents of the Efrat settlement 
started digging a ditch for water pipes on land near the Palestinian village of Jurat Al 
Sharnaa south of Bethlehem, according to Ibrahim Fawaghira. the local mayor. 

Israeli troops quickly separated the two sides and detained one Palestinian 
landowner, Fawaghira said. 

There were no reports of any serious injuries. 




10 INTERNATIONAL NEWS 

HE'S DONE IT AGAIN 

YELTSIN WRONG-FOOTS every- fllT hTfT flT 

one. This is getting crazy. On Feb. 1414; 1 1 Ut- . 

25. Russian Prime Minister 

Yevgeny Primakov became a mem- 

her of a club he didn’t necessarily want ro join. That was the 
clay President Boris Yeltsin said publicly that rhe prime minis- 
ter would serve straight through until the presidential elec- 
tions in the summer of the year 2000. The other members of 
Yeltsin's elite “2000 or Bust" club include Former economic 
czars Anatoly Chubais and Boris Nemtsov, as well as former 
prime minister Sergei Kiriyenko. all sacked by the president. 
The prime minister promptly Hew off to Sochi, on the Black 
Sea, fora sudden vacation. That prompted more gossip; Sochi 
in August is routine, for Russian leaders. But late February? 
Next, Kremlin spokesman Dmitry 'ifakushkin said Yeltsin had 
“firmly persuaded" Primakov to take a break. 

A day later, Kreinlin chief of staff Nikolai Bordyuzha said 
there would be an investigation into alleged “corruption 11 
among Primakov's ministers. By now, rhe press was full of 
speculation that Primakov was about to be sacked. Then reali- 
ty Set in: two days after he met with the president, and indeed 
had what one NEWSWEEK source says was a “tough" session. 
Yeltsin was whisked back into the hospital, his bleeding ulcer 
again requiring urgent treatment. Could Yeltsin, whose health 
..since his re-election in the summer of 1996 has not allowed 
him to work for more than a few weeks at a time, be so irra- 
tional as to fire Primakov from his hospital bed? In rhe midst 
of Russia's still deepening economic crisis? Without an obvi- 
ous, politically acceptable successor at hand? Probably not; 
but it's not out of the question. Yeltsin, even In his failing, final 
years, still loves wrong-fooling the received political wisdom 
in Moscow, 

The Kremlin's stated intention to investigate alleged cor- 
ruption in Primakov's government, widely believed to focus on 
Deputy Prime Ministers Yuri Maslyukov and Gennady Kulik, 
Came after Primakov's team had moved against businesses 
linked to Boris Berezovsky, the infamous oligarch with tight, 
connections to Yeltsin's family. 

Primakov is reliably reported to loathe Berezovsky, and a 
move to link him with corruption was politically popular. Then 
came Bordyuzha’s announcement that the Security Council he 
heads would start an Investigation into Primakov's team. This 
was widely seen as Berezovsky’s inevitable counterattack. 
Thar Primakov might be in trouble suddenly seemed credible; 
his meeting with Yeltsin on Feb. 25 had been contentious. And 
at least part of the conflict between the prime minister and the 
president, NEWSWEEK has learned, focused precisely on the 
political futures of Maslyukov, a communist who leads Russia’s 
critical and floundering negotiations with the International 
Monetary Fund, and Kulik, who presides over agricultural pol- 
icy. Yeltsin had been troubled by the fact that the IMF has 
repeatedly and publicly expressed its dissatisfaction with 
Russia's 1999 budget, only to have Maslyukov insist that the 
fund's "pressure" was "indecent." A cool, smart head in. 
Yeltsin's circle, most likely Oleg Sysuyev, an aide widely 
respected by the IJvlF, had evidently told the president that a 
deal with the IMF was desperately needed. Yeltsin, one 
Informed source says, told Primakov to get rid of Maslyukov. 
Primakov resisted, saying that the fragile peace he maintains 
with the communist-dominated legislature would be 
destroyed if he did. Primakov apparently offered up' Kulik 
instead, but Yeltsin still wasn't satisfied. In the days since. 
Kremlin aides have let it be known that they don't view 
Primakov as indispensable, and have floated the name of com- 
munist Duqia speaker Gennady Seleznyovas as a possible suc- 
cessor. Ipdeed, just as the Russian papers were preparing 
Primakov's obituary, Yeltsin did indeed fire somebody. Only It 
wasn't Primakov. 3t was Berezovsky, who for the past year has 
served as executive secretary fbr the Commonwealth of 
Independent States. That's a nonjob in an organization with 
no clout, and formally, it isn’t even in Yeltsin's purview. No 
matter. In the present, fevered political atmosphere in 
Moscow, Yeltsin had wrong-footed everyone again. Were there 
more dismissals to come? Would Primakov return to Moscow 
secure in his job? Only the bedridden, 68-year-old president 
with the bleeding ulcer knew. But this long-running farce is the 
last thing a poor, floundering, deeply troubled nation needs. 

By BILL POWELL 

With OWEN MATTHEWS and YANA DLUOV 
tn Moscow ^ 


MARCH 9, 1999 — THE 


BOSNIAN SERBS REJECT SACKING 
OF THEIR PRESIDENT AND BRCKO DECISION 


BANJA LUKA (AFP) — The Bosnian 
Serb parliament was on a collision 
course with die international 
community Monday after reject- 
ing both the dismissal of Bosnian 
Serb President Nikola Foplasen 
and a ruling making the disputed 
town of Birko neutral. 

Hardline nationalist Poplasen 
was dismissed Friday by the 
International High Representative 
in Bosnia, Carlos Westendoip, lor 
allegedly abusing his office by 
seeking to dump die moderate 
caretaker prime minister, Milorad 
Dodik. The vote late Sunday for 
the resolution rejecting die dis- 
missal of Poplasen was 57 to 15, 
while the six members of Dodik's 
Independent Social Democratic 
Party (SNSD) abstained. 

The parliament of the Bosnian 
Serb entity or Republika Srpska 
(RS) also rejected by 62 to 16 an 
international arbitration board's 


decision making Brcko, claimed 
by both the Republika Srpska and 
the Moslem-Croat federation in 
Bosnia, a neutral district. 

Westendorp's spokeswoman 
Alexandra Stiglmayer on Monday 
called for commonsense to pre- 
vail. "Wb hope that ... a solution to 
this situation will be found 
together with the international 
community. 

"The High Representative 
hopes that Poplasen will srep 
down of his own free will, and the 
people will realize that he has 
been working against the inter- 
ests of the RS," Stiglmayer saitl. 

The decision on Brcko, also 
taken Friday, prompted Dodik to 
resign in protest, blit he said after 
the parliamentary session that lie 
was reconsidering this decision. 

Westendorp, tasked by the 
international community with 
implementing the Dayton peace 


accoids ending the ethnic war in 
Bosnia, is empowered to sack 
leaders, elected or appointed, 
who threaten the accords. 

But the Bosnian Serb parlia- 
ment said the decision to dismiss 
Poplasen went against the consti- 
tution of the Republika Srpska and 
electoral rules approved by the 
international community. 

The pro-government press 
accused the international commu- 
nity of dictatorial behaviour. The 
events in Republika Srpska 
"demonstrate well what happens 
when foreign soldiers and interna- 
tional high representatives with 
special powers are foisted upon 
you," said rhe daily Vecomje 
Novosti. The parliameiu called 
upon the committee which is fol- 
lowing up the Dayton accords and 
the six-power international 
Contact Group on the former 
Yugoslavia to meet urgently and 


revise the decision on fird®, 
hi the meantime, the p* 
ment said, it would withdraw^ 
representatives from the Bo* 
Hercegovina parliament, « 
would no longer recogri* fc 
decisions of federal [ nia* 
taken without Serb partk^k 
The moderate Serb manbrf 
Bosnia’s collective prati* 
Zivko Radisic, and the I ll«S 
Serb deputies in Bosnia's coBer- 
tive parliament “suspended" dn 
participation Sunday. 

Borko Re|jic, die hartt 
mayor of Brcko, told d* pfe 
ment the RSwas "cutintwonti 
this decision, and even anrifa- 
ed." The long-awaited decision# 
the status of Brcko, which 
it a neutral district oo-run ty 
Serbs, Muslims and Croats, ht 
down that freedom of mrnt 
is guaranteed so that the inttgi) 
of the RS is not jeopardized 
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CHECHENYA WARNS RUSSIA NOT TO 
RETALIATE OVER LATEST KIDNAPPING 


H0ZNY |AP) — Chechen warlords warned 
uondiythar they were mobilizing to meet 
“ wocatlon" from Russia, which 
JJrtdto seal Chechnya’s borders follow- 
last week's kidnapping of a top official. 
With tension running high in the region, 
guuian government officials flew home to 
UHflW after being evacuated front the 
^jauay region, which has been awash in 
crime ^td lawlessness since the end of its 
1994-96 war with Russia. 

Tbt Shura, an Islamic council of Chechen 
mfords that Is not recognized by the 
repoa's government, held an extraordinary 
netting to discuss the situation. 

■Ware ready fbr any provocation on the 
pt of Russia and rhe Shura is preparing to 
d for total military mobilization" 
' pteman Yusup Yerallev said. "Reservists 
lut toady beeii called up and 2,000 rifles 
we handed to them. They have blocked 
the borders.' 


Russia also said it was blocking 
Chechnya's borders, and the ITAR-Tass news 
agency said border troops were strictly 
checking the papers of people who were 
crossing into adjoining Russian regions, 
many for family celebrations to mark 
International Women’s Day, a major holiday 
in Russia. 

Chechen President Aslan Maskhadov 
promised to quickly find the Russian official 
who was abducted last week, but warned 
Russia against taking any military action in 
retaliation for the kidnapping. 

Maskhadov said his government would 
need only three clays to free Gennady 
Shpigun, a major general in Russia’s 
Interior Ministry forces who was dragged 
off an airplane just before it was to take off 
from Grozny, the Chechen capital, on 
Friday. 

"Any conversation in the form of ultima- 
tums, any attempt to frighten us with 


planes and guns is a lame delusion of near- 
sighted politics." Maskhadov said, accord- 
ing to the Interfax news agency. 

Russian Interior Minister Sergei 
Stepashin said the incident would not be 
tolerated, calling it "rhe last straw" for the 
Russian government. 

Shpigun was the most prominent Russian 
official to be kidnapped in Chechnya since 
last May, when President Boris Yeltsin's 
envoy \falentin Vlasov was abducted, and 
held for six months. 

The latest kidnapping was another blow 
for Maskhadov, who has been unable to 
control the rebel warlords In the breakaway 
republic. 

One prominent Chechen said Monday 
that any Russian military action could touch 
off another long and damaging conflict like 
the 1994-96 war, in which Chechnya gained 
de-facto independence and humiliated 
Russia's army. 


SOLANA REASONABLY OPTIMISTIC 
ON KOSOVO DEAL 



MODERN COMMONWEALTH 
CELEBRATES 50TH ANNIVERSARY 


PARIS (AFP) — NATO Secretary-General Javier 
Solana emerged from talks witii President 
Jacques Chirac Monday expressing cautious 
optimism on a Kosovo peace deal between 
rival Serbs and Kosovar Albanians. 

“We hope the Serbs will finally accept the 
Ramboiiillel accords," he said, referring to 17 
days of talks last month in which the two sides 
agreed in principle on a political framework 
Tor substantial autonomy for Kosovo, while 
leaving the province as part of Serbia, 
Yugoslavia's dominant republic. 

Belgrade however staunchly opposes die 
military chapter of rhe proposed peace deal; 
the deployment on its territory of NATO 
troops to ensure peace in Kosovo, where 90 
percent of the population is ethnic Albanian. “I 
hope intelligence will prevail on both sides," 
Solana told reporters. “I do not feel pes- 
simistic.” 

Chirac’s spokeswoman said that in talks 
witii the president, Solana had been "reason- 
ably optimistic" about dinching a deal when 
the two waning parties return to Paris on 
March 15 to resume the talks. 

Earlier, Solana had again warned Belgrade 
that a refusal to endorse tlte military propos- 


als contained in the peace deal could unleash would preler a mandate from the Unad 
retaliation. “Ifdiere is a clear responsibility for Nations for possible armed intervention ii 

the lack of a signature (on a pence accord)... Kosovo but would go ahead without owl 


particularly if there is a clear responsibility on necessary, 
the Serb side... the 16 NATO members (are) "1 believe NATO must act within thefran* 
ready to take military measures," Solana work of the United Nations but there im 

warned on radio RTL. His comments came as occasions where...we will act by coukusd 

commanders of the Kosovo Liberation Army (among NATO members) if there Is anobstade 

met to decide whether or not to sign up to the in the Security Council," he told Franco 

peace proposal. He added that the alliance Institute for Higher Defence Studies. 

HOLBROOKE HOLDS TALKS WITH MU.OUVK 

BELGRADE (AFP).— US envoy Richard Holbrooke will visit Belgrade .on .Tuesday rqr iiU 
with Yugoslav President Slobodon Milosevic on Kosovo, visiting Cerman Foi^ MliilWt 
JoscHka Fischer told a press conference here Monday. Fischer, speak.ing'.aftpr fl niedfflj 
wlth fvlilosevic. said the Yugoslav leader had told them that Holbrooke to lfl 
' Belgrade Tliesday. “I heard that Holbrooke will be coming tomoi row,., ^We b«a^ It to® 
President Milosevic that Holbrooke is coming tomorrow. '2'Lij 

■ ■■ Fischer, wh6 was accompanied by European Commissioner Hans von : 

the draft Kosovo peace plan which is still awaiting approval both by tlie Setbs^n^. 
nic Albanians in the disputed province: “There will be no reopening of the pbljlwj^T 
ment, no renegotiation of the results or Rnnibouillet." . 

. He addedi “We have to talk about the implementation and ^slgnature^l^^ 
Milosevic and Belgrade authorities arc very well nwnre about NATO . . 

siotis." ' v •; 


EptG (AFP) — Chinese Premier 
hKongp urged parliament dele- 
pa from the troubled Muslim- 
iqority region of Xinjiang 
Monday to crack down on sepa- 
amides there. “We muse 
wtady oppose ethnic splittist 
Uffiis in any form," Zhu told 
fo Xinjiang delegates to the 
town! People's Congress (NPC), 
Tkfle of various ethnic groups in 
1& W should unite and make 
»» contributions to maintaining 
sdal stability and the lasting tran- 
9%ofCKna,’ he added, accord- 
*l_» a Xinhua report. Northeast 
with a population of 
! ? w 17 mlllon, Is gripped by ten* 
un between the region's Ulgliur 
'Win majority ahd Han Chinese 
who make up 38 percent 
1* population, according to 


LONDON (AFP) — The 
Commonwealth was marking 
its 50th anniversary Monday, 
with an open-air pop and dance 
concert in London in front of 
Britain’s Queen Elizabeth II. 

Joan Armatrading tops the bill 
at the concert outside 
Westminster Abbey to highlight 
the music theme of this year's 
Commonwealth Day. 

Afterwards the Queen and her 
husband Prince Philip. British 
Prime Minister Tony Blair and 
special guests including the King 
and Queen of Swaziland, were to 
attend a commemorative service 
in the Abbey. The modem 
Commonwealth was formed 50 
years ago with what is known as 
tire London declaration. It 
dropped the phrase "common 
allegiance witii the crown” as a 
requirement for membership, 
ixiving die way for newly-inde- 


pendent nations such as India to 
join. 

The 54-nation body covers an 
estimated 1 .7 billion people, or a 
quarter of the world's population. 
India is the biggest member with 
a population of some 900 million, 
the smallest is Naum in the Pacific 
Ocean with 8,000 residents. 

South Africa was re-admitted 
to the Commonwealth in 1994, 
33 years after it was kicked out 
because of its apartheid regime. 

Nigeria’s membership was sus- 
pended in 1995 after the execu- 
tion of minority rights activist 
Ken Saro-Wiwa and eight others. 

However Commonwealth 
Secretary General Eineka 
Anynoku. who is Nigerian, has 
indicated rhe suspension may 
be lifted once Nigeria returns 
to civilian rule on May 29. 

As for Ireland, it is also pressing 
quietly for a return to the fold 


some 50 years after leaving the 
organisation when it declared 
itself a republic. 

The Queen’s message to the 
Commonwealth, read at the 
Westminster Abbey sendee by 
Chief Anyaoku, was also set to 
focus on tire theme of music 
crossing linguistic and national 
baiTiers. “Because it lias become 
such an important part of cultural 
lives, it is a universal means of 
communicating witii each other," 
the message reads. 

"The variety of music iilus- . 
trates our diversity; its common 
tones and harmonies bring us 
together, just like the 
Commonwealth." 

A spokeswoman for the Royal 
Commonwealth Society said the 
stars appearing at tile concert 
were giving their services for 
nothing "to promote a positive 
image of the Commonwealth." 


US ENVOY MEETS NIGERIAN 
PRESIDENT-ELECT, OPPONENT 


FOUR DEAD, DOZENS HURT 
AS EXPLOSIONS ROCK AMBON CITY 


* ‘st - * 



•Hda In Ikmoh 
» a bus was car* 


Joknrtn (DPA) — At lenst four peo- 
ple were killed and dozens injured 
in a series of pre dawn explosions 
and physical assaults by mote 
Monday in the riot-tom Indonesian 
city of Ambon, where recent dash- 
es between Muslims and Christians 
have left more than 200 people 
dead, Residents of the capital of 
Maluku province, 2,300 kilometers 
northeast of Jakarta, said three 
home-made bombs rocked Air 
Selabar on the outskirts of western 
Ambon between 3 a.m. and 9 a.m. 

Eight buildings were burped fol- 
lowing (he explosions, and "two 
people' Were killed and six others 
wpre injured”, a > resident said; 
Many shops remained dosed and ; 


Monday. T\vo ° flht 
Muslims, were Idfal 

noon when’ a wjdt ^ 'JLjf, 

at Paso village "The “J. 
nocked to death by 

,oldDe.iocbelW»^* 

Tl* w,moss 

were badly 

ere sustained hunocliiH^f, 

attack, the 

dashes . bewt’hr SSM 
Christians 
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^ ~ J esse Jackson, US 
nt Bill Clinton's special envoy to 
• met Nigerian president-elect 
; Obasanjo here Monday to dls- 
|T.“ r5cent elections, US officials said. 

! n also met Olu Falae, who lost last 

s presidential poll to Obasanjo. 
f i_oe arrived in Nigeria from 
early Monday and went straight to 
, ew miles outside Lagos, for the 
Obasanjo. 

tw. , men a Sreed on the need to 
'*erla following the February 27 
controversy over 
^bdaon then returned to Legos to meet 
tityd rmer fiance minister, who has 
bstMonH 3CCept results announced 

k ^^X" id 1 he ^ llchallen8e 

^e ! L rtP ,°.l er! the ' 


been "good'' meetings but refused to go 
into details. 

Falae said his talks with Jackson had 
been "fruitful". 

The United States is anxious that the , 
election results be accepted so that the 1 
transition from the military government of 
General Abdulsaiami Abubakar* can hand 
over as scheduled. to his civilian successor, 
on May 29. ■ ,l '. : 

British Foreign Secretary IWbln Cook 
was meanwhile due in Abuja late Monday 
to kick off a two-day vfslt, during which he 
is also expected to meet both Obasaftjo 
and Falae. 

President-elect, Obasanjo, will start a. 
grueling month-long world tour;, to rehew , 
his international contacts, a tod' aide said 
Monday. ■ ■'< -v 

. 'Obasanjo will head Saturday! to Soup) , 
Africa for his first forelgn yislt slnce being 
rUr-idi-ori rtnuirient^elect last 1 week. VA! 


WORLD 


JAKARTA — Indonesian police on Monday, International Womens Day, 
arrested more than 50 women who had protested outside the Jakarta 
United Nations building against violence, eye-witnesses said. 

The women and girls were bundled into buses and taken to a police 
station for failing to inform authorities of the protest in advance. 

Last May, more than 100 females of mosdy Chinese origin were 
raped, many allegedly by soldiers, during the riots that shook Jakarta 
and led to the downfall of former president Suharto, human rights 
groups say. During their protest Monday, the women demanded com- 
pensation from the armed forces for alleged rapes of women in the 
troubled provinces of East Timor, Aceh and Irian Jaya — Deutsche 
PrcsseAgcntur.. 


PARIS — A new case of bovine spongiform enccplialopathy (BSE) lias 
been detected in western France, the seventh case this year and the 
56th to date, tire agriculture ministry said Monday. 

Hie milk cow was bom in April 1993. The cow's entire herd of 41 
cattle in the Sartlie region was destroyed — Agencc Ftancc Presse. 


NAIROBI — A Kenyan thief who stole the collection at a Sunday ser- 1 
vice in Nairobi's All Saints Cathedral was killed by a bus when lie fled 
witii his loot, the Kenya Times newspaper reported on Monday. 

The middle-aged man sat witii worshippers through the service 
without arousing suspicions. 

"But when the time for offerings was readied... Satan apparently 
took control and he was sighted by some horrified faithful, stashing 
some of the money into his pockets." the newspaper said. When con- 
fronted, he took to his heels, ran out onto a busy highway and straight 
Into the path of a speeding bus, the paper said — Reuters. 


11* L'J iMil-Mh ii*l I I.L-j 


NEW DELHI — India’s state-run airlines Monday operated three flights 
with an alffemale crew to mark International Womens’ Day. die Press 
Thist of India reported. 

A spokesman for Indian Airlines said one of the flights was from 
Bombay to 5harjah, which had two female pilots and six air hostesses. 
He said similar flights were operated from Bombay to the southern 
Indian city of Bangalore and another from New Delhi to the Nepalese 
capital Kathmandu — Agencc France Presse. 


m Uiicuy auer ipe ATTIca JUi ins mol t-.. 

Jackson said both; had. declared presltjen^lert l^rw^k. ; 


From South Africa, Obasanjb will travel 
to Namibia, Mozambique, Tanzania and 
Kenya, In a quick run round old African 
friends, his aide said. 

He will then head to Asia, where he will 
visit China and Japan, he added, saying 
dates; were still being finned up for the 
trips, expected in the second half of 
March. . 

From Asia; and after a brief stop back in 
Nigeria, the retired general will head to 
Britain, Fra flee. Germany arid Italy on tfee 
European leg of this odyssey. 

And, possibly after another quick 
respite Jn Nigeria, he will then wrap It up . 
with tf; visit to the United States, * 
Ugochtikwu said. 

Obasanjo, who only lastyedr was In jail 
under late dlctstof General Sanl Abacha,, 
tirade Much of his International contacts ,, 
during, the campaign leading Up to the - 
. Bebnlary 27 presidential election- 


l&fl dlqmonds 


LONDON — Barbie, the world’s most celebrated doll, marks her 40th 
birthday this week with a unique diamond-encrusted dress. 

The $80,000 gown with its 160 diamonds was created by Barbie's 
manufacturer Mattel together with diamond mining giant De Beers. 

It was launched and put on exhibit Monday at one oFLondon's most 
famous jewellers. A separate exhibition of old and new Barbie dolls 
was also on display at rhe Hatreds department store. . 

Barbie is the world's best-selling toy, and in 1997 woridwide sales 
grew tn more than $1.9 billion. The pink plastic figure, with a huge 
range of outfits. Is sold in more than 150 countries and Is said to be 
the brand leader in every one — Agence France Presse. 
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A Joint Jordon. Emirates Investment Company will be estab- 
lished In Jordan, Sheikh Sultan Ben Khaleifa Al Nehayan, Chief 
oF the Abu Dhabi Crown Prince’s office said on Sunday. 

His announcement was made during a meeting organized by 
the embassy of the United Arab Emirates (UAE) and the Jordan 
Banks Association, attended by Prince Faisal Bin Al Hussein. 
Also in attendance were Jordan businessmen along with Michel 
Marto, Minister of Finance and Mohammad Asfour, Minister of 
TVade and Industry and Ziad Fareez , Governor of the Jordan 
Central Bank. 

Sheikh Sultan said that the Jordanian Emirates Investment 
Company will present a new level of co-operation between 
Jordan and the Emirates, by helping to mobilize new invest- . 
rnents opportunities for economic activity. Zuhair Khoury 
President of the Jordan Bank Association said that Jordan's 
financial and economic regulations will facilitate this invest- 
ment, mentioning that the Prime Minister Abdel Ra'uf Al 
Rawabdeh has given his assurance that the new government 
will exert al! efforts to encourage investment. 

The capital of the new company is expected to be around 
SI 00 million and it is intended to commence operarions with- 
in the next few weeks in collaboration with the private sectors 
in each country — The Arab Daily. 




The statistical bulletin issued by the Central Bank indicated 
that these assets incorporate 144.8 million dinars of gold. 1176 
million dinars of currency, balance and deposits, and 91 1 mil- 
lion dinars of other foreign assets. 

Local assets in the bank are estimated at 1085 million dinars 
in January. The bulletin also indicated that debts on the public 
sector amounted to 688 million dinars, debts on the central 
government totaling 683 million dinars, debts on public insti- 
tutions 9.5 million dinars and licensed banks 34 million dinars. 
Exported currency in January amounted to 1005 millions, 
deposits in licensed banks 1959 million dinar 1570 million of 
which are in Jordanian dinars and deposit certificates 971 mil- 
lions. 

The deposits of the central government amounted to 136 
million dinars — Petra. 


A three-day regional conference will begin on Wednesday on 
Amman on Y2k problems facing its branches in the region. 

It will explore the bank’s customers' readiness to handle this 
problem and also the readiness of the countries where Citibank 
is represented. 

Suheir Al Ali, General Director of the bank's Jordan branch 
said that thirty bank directors will take part in the conference 
along with observers from London and Bahrain — Petro 


Pti Wall Street 

Sydney — Hie Australian stock market Jumped I per cent 
Monday as local investors took their cue from Wall Street. 

The Australian Stock Exchange's bellwether All Ordinaries 
index gained 27 JO points to close at 2,929.6, 

Analysts said-the good weekend showing oh Wall Street was; 
behind the bounce but noted that Australian shares did not 
reflect in full the 2.8-per cent Increase on Wall Street. ; 

Russell Barnes, head of. Australian equities 4t s ' Zurich 
Investment Management, said this de-coupljhg showed the 
growing maturity Of the Australian niarket’and its composition; • 
“We are looking more like a stable, mature. ' consistently 
growing market than a market tied to the commodity price 
' cycle. We do not have the high, cpmponent of Internet atid 
’ tyljrti-tech stocks' that Wall Street bds nt the moment,'’ Barney 
said — Deutscfi Presse Agcntiir. ■ 
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The opulence of Ihe big banking balls 


LONDON (R) — European stocks were 
mostly weaker on Monday despite 
Friday's record close on Wall Street, 
amid concern over U.S. interest rates 
and weak euro-zone economies. 

The euro recovered above S 1 .09 while 
bonds fell amid profit taking. Oil futures 
were expected to start well up after 
Saudi Arabia and Iran's oil ministers met 
at the weekend to try to resolve a long 
dispute over output cuts. 

Despite Friday’s 2.8 percent jump oil 
Wall Street, which took the Dow Jones 
index of blue chips to a record close of 
9,736.08, leading European stock 
indices were weaker in early trade. 

European markets followed the exam- 
ple of Asian bourses, where early gains 
soon evaporated as investors reassessed 
recent gains and doubts returned about 
the direction of U.S. interest rates. 

Pan-European indices were 0.0 - 4.5 
percent weaker, while rhe London, 
Frankfurt and Paris indices were 
between 0.3 percent down and 0.1 per- 
cent up. 

“As the message gets across that the 
U.S. economy is really very strong, the 
perception will be that U.S. interest 
rates will go up," said Paul Horne. 
European equity economist Salomon 
Smith Barney. 

Friday's rise in U.S. stocks came after 


domestic employment data showed a 
benign picture of inflationary pressures 
in the labor market. S&P index futures 
traded on Ciobex were 0.3 points lower 
in early European trade. 

In Asia, the Nikkei 225 index briefly 
hurdled the 15.000 harrier before slip- 
ping 0.8 percent to 1 4,779.05 by the 
close. Hong Kong stocks were up' 0.2 
percenr. 

In the foreign exchange markets, the 
euro recovered some ground against the 
dollar, mainly in the wake of remarks on 
the euro zone's interest rates. 

Dealers said the head of Germany's 
Bundesbank, Hans Tietmeyer, caught the 
market’s attention when lie said the 
euro’s weakness was one of the reasons 
why the European Central Bank should 
not lower interest rates. 

The excerpts from a newspaper inter- 
view. released on Sunday, helped the 
euro to strengthen back above S 1 .09 
from record lows last week. The dollar 
was also weaker against the yen, holding 
just above 121 yen compared with highs 
above 123Iast week. 

Oil futures were called to start well up 
after a Gulf source said Iran’s oil minis- 
ter on Sunday held “good'' talks with his 
Saudi counterpart over uutput cuts com- 
pliance. April Brent was expected to 
open around 20 cents up in London from 


Friday's close of Si 1.56 a barrel. 

In the bond markets, euro-zone p, 
eminent debt opened lower jfti 
Friday’s sharp gains, with traders citinj 
profit-taking. Prices saw a sharp nn^ 
on Friday in line witli U.S. Treasury 
after the U.S. payrolls data. 

Gloomy forecasts for euro-zone 
nomic growth would continue b 
depress European stocks, analysts said 

"The outlook for European interest 
rales means there is little reason to bur 
(euro-zone equities) for the medium 
term, so even if the markets go up, then 
will still be funds selling stocks to geu 
little more liquidity." Amin Naser, nun 
aging director at Cantor Fitzgerald in 
Frankfurt said. 

Industrial giant Siemens was iiule 
changed after a big rise last week amid 
Speculation it was poised to invest tW 
billion marks in a U.S. data network^; 
venture. Investors were focusing t«t 
conlpaiiy news conference on Internet 
networks due to begin this afternoon n 
New York. 

Belgian -Dutch financial services group 
Fort is was up 2.2 percent after announc 
ing it h.ul bought American Bankers 
Insurance Group for S2.6 billion.lt Ion- 
cast over SI00 million pre-tax synerf. 
benefits within three to five years. 


SPONSORING BECOMES 
BIG BUSINESS IN GERMANY 


Munich (ADP) — Breweries go for 
sports, the sweets industry for enter- 
tainment shows, Insurance companies 
for TV movies, and, hardly surprising- 
ly, bankers for business reports. It 
used to be forbidden but sponsoring 
has become an important marketing 
instrument in Germany's sports, busi- 
ness, and cultural activities. 

Television advertising brought the 
nation's public and commercial broad- 
casters upwards of 8 billion German 
marks (S4.46 billion U.S. ) last year, 
compared witli 7.4 billion marks in 
1998. Though still reflecting modest 
growth, their income from TV adver- 
tising, usually aired in a five minute 
package of varied spots, is heading 
for saturation point. Nevertheless, TV 
marketeers have discovered a new 
growth industry, namely sponsoring. 

Revenues from sponsoring "mes- 
sages" posted a growth rate of 14.4 
per cent last year, as no less than. 
21,000 programmes found sponsors, 
according to Observer RTV. a media 
evaluation company In Baden-Baden, 
The advertising marketing company 


IP in Kronberg predicts that this yenr 
turnover from sponsoring will reach 
about 160 million marks compared 
with 152 million marks in 1998. Five 
years before that when sponsoring 
was introduced to the German air- 
ways, tile number of sponsor clips 
totalled only 1 ,300. They quickly rose 
to 3,100 in 1994, a rapid growth that 
has so far shown no limits. 

The mini-boom really took off. in 
August 1994. when new guidelines 
went into effect, allowing a sponsor's 
announcement to show the compa- 
ny's name, product and logo at the 
begirinlng and end of programs. 
Unlike advertising spots aired in the 
commercial channels, no sponsor 
breaks are allowed. 

The revised regulations proved a 
boon to Germany's public networks, 
ARD and ZDF, which Were allowed to 
use sponsor spots after prime time. 
Under the "coexistence" state treaty 
contract witli privately-run channels, 
the public broadcasters are limited. to 
20 minutes of pre-prime time adver- 
tising on weekdays, and never, on'. 


Sundays or holidays. To the chagrin of 
the ad-dependent commercial broad- 
casters, which under the treaty are 
allowed advertising around- the- 
clock, the ARD and ZDF can circum- 
vent prime time and and Sunday 
restrictions by airing perfectly legal 
sponsor clips. 

The ARD and ZDF eacli posted 28 
million marks from sponsors, while 
the commercial channels likewise 
reaped much welcome increment. RTL 
took in 32 million marks, SAT 1, 31 
million marks and the all sports chan- 
nel DSF 15 million marks, with the 
remaihing 18 million marks going to 
the news channeln-tv. Vox and oth- 
ers. 

According fo the IP, the majority of 
companies sponsoring programs 
include publishers, breweries, food 
and softdrink companies, car manu- 
facturers, and cosmestic and electric 
appliance firms. 

Banks, which aired 2,238 sponsor 
clips last year, topped the list of com- 
panies, followed by,. breweries witli 
2,824 and insurance companies with 


2,238 clips. As to programming, 
weather reports found the most spon- 
sors, with 5,238 ahead of sports, a 
favorite of beermakers, with 4,035. 
Sponsor companies also went for TV 
magazines, stock market reports, and 
TV series and films, according to 
Observer RTV 

Although the ARD, nn association of 
10 member stations, and ZDF find the 
additional sponsor revenues useful, 
the public networks have come in for 
sharp criticism admidst cries that the 
practice be discontinued. 

The ARD obtains most of its fund* 
ing from the monthly set fees of 28.25 
marks, which brought it 10.5 billion 
marks in 1997. One of rhe managing 
directors of the ARD members, Fritz 
Pleitgen of the Cologne- based WDR, 
complained that the revenues coming 
from sponsors were "damaging the 
Image" of the association. . 

Pleitgen said the relatively small 
proceeds stemming from sponsoring 
were hardly worthwhile in vjew-of the 
image question. He was .referring to 1 
the public networks , ma rid ateRtb ait.' 


programming in the public interest, 
which, besides the usual sports and 
entertainment, includes election cov- 
erage, interviews, political magazine 
and documentaries. 

Bavarian state chancellor hf 
Erwin Huber said it was not the 
of the ARD and ZDF to present 
possible beer markets.” He predict 

that the 16 states, who are respond 

bie for media policy, would agamW" 
sponsoring. Such criticism 1° 
standing, in one sense, all 
ers welcome sponsors since * 

second spot virtually eliminate?*' 
ping, the advertiser’s bane. 
annoyed viewers use their 
control panel to switch to 
channel. Likewise sponsor^* . 
exclusiveness by not being 
together with other spot? 
minute block. v '• 

And TV viewers find qgjv f. 
sentatiorts fat 
advertising blocks, which™. 
vate channels often 
movie or series 

gram is reaching a hlgh-p ; 


T om Ford has never been afraid to mix sex and 
Min Consider the red patent-leather pumps 
Kth the five-inch, steel-spike heels that lie 
■ feigned for Gucci in 1997. Bui when Ford debuted 
’ Swinter 1999-2000 collection on tile runway in 
SL last w«k, he went beyond his hallmark S8iM- 
Ld style and into battle gear. Models clad in 
*teh-high anaconda-skin boots and fox bomber 
bleu marched ferociously down the catwalk, their 
Spouts replaced with sneers. Some wore pol- 
ished leather breastplates that could have deflected 
jmeeding bullet. . 

They were ready to light. And so, it seemed, was 
Cued Since early January the company lias been 
undff assault by LVMH, Moet Hennessy Louis 
the French luxury-goods conglomerate run 
by Bemani Arnault. LVMH, which already owns Dior, 
fteiidiy, Louis Vuitton, Lacroix, Kenzo, Celine and 
Lome, has spent SI .4 billion buying 34.4 percenr of 
ihe red-hot Florentine fashion house. 

It's a lot. but Gucci is worth it. Once known most- 
ly for stunly wallets and shoes, Gucci now makes 
some of the sexiest clothes on the planet, worn by 
the likes of Madonna and Gwyneth Paltrow. Credit 
| for die turnaround goes largely to Tom Ford, who 
W Pfeny EBIs for Gucci in 1990, becoming head 
f designer there in 1994. 

i Tlie problem is, neither Fond nor Gucci’s capable 
CEO, . Domenico De Sole, is happy about the 
prospect of a new boss. De Sole has called the LVMH 
purchases a "creeping takeover,” and claims that 
LVMH simply doesn’t want to buy the company out- 
. right and pay a fair price. 

He's also incensed that Arnault didn't call him 
before purchasing the stock. Arnault says he has no 
desse to alienate Gucci's management. But by suing 
Cued for diluting its stock in an attempt to ward olT 
i takeover, that’s certainly what he is doing. 

This is all very bad news for Arnault, who hopes 
io use the $1 billioii-in-sales Gucci — one of the 
watts most profitable luxury-fashion companies— 
tospearhead Its vital expansion in rhe United States. 
Until recently, there were enough extremely rich 
wmen outside the States— particularly in Asia— ro 
top LVMH growing smartly. 

They craved accessories, LVMH's specially, and 
matched up Wiitton knapsacks and Lady Dior bags 
so last that the stores couldn’t keep them in stock. 
From 1996 to 1997, LVMH’s worldwide sales grew 
ty54 percent, to more than S8 billion. 

But Asia's financial crisis dianged all that. Many 
taury-fashion companies saw their sales drop by 40 
& 50 percent practically overnight; LVMH's diversity 
«s somewhat of a buffer, but even ir suffered a 
sasdrop of 5.4 percent from 1997 to 1998. In 
*wthy America, though, spending on luxury goods 
' f QUr times as fast as overall spending. For 

I “Wi, the States had never been a strong market. 

But Arnault, who nit his corporate teeth in the . 
^-PropcrtYdevelopmenr business in the 
IwO*. was determined to make LVMH an ' + 

| American success. First lie would fresh- -*\\ 
he already owned. a\m6 

he would acquire others with 
ProenUS. appeal including Gucci. 

. ^ ar Arnault began impie- VW 

^"8 Patt one of his plan. He 
a trio of bright young 
^can designers to head up three old LVMH com- 
[ri . : ^ Jacobs at Louis Vuliton, Narciso 
guez at Loewe and Michael Kors at Celine. 

! E*™ 7 To come U P with youthful, desirable 
and accessories that will attract a bevy of 
! Preferably young, -rich and American, 

nrat U.S. Louis Vuitton store opened last fall 



1 Another one for the collodion 

in New York and will be followed by one in Beverly 
Hills in October. Celine's eight U.S. boutiques are 
flourishing, and plans are underway ro open several 

The plan extends beyond fashion. Arnault also 
opened 14 U.S. outlets of Sephora, his cosmetics- 
and-perfunie chain, in 1998; lie will launch 50 more 
this year. He wisely hired Pia Getty one of the famed 
blond, well-married Miller sisters to be the chain's 
U.S. ambassador. 

_ ^ Tile SoHo outlet is 

^ \ now packed with 

> : Morals whose perfect 

s\\\ ,.\i! / blowouts resemble 

Vj*6* ..iJWXt'E Getty's own coif. 

- + ,.*> | n America and beyond, 

fcTOtfS*' if* 8°°** retailing requires a 
splash of entertainment, and 
there again Arnault is finally on top of 
things. In plnces like Waikiki, he has 
turned his duty-free shops Into "attraction cen- 
ters” that showcase LVMH products. Fie is most 
excited by the one in Guam, scheduled to open this 
summer. 

"It's a big mall," he cold NEWSWEEK, "with an 
aquarium filled with fish. And not small fish. Sharksl 
It's very big, and you walk through a tunnel sur- 
rounded by big flsli sharks tq your right and left! and 


when you come out, you’re in Louis Vuittonl" The 
undeiwater gallerias will be surpassed only by 
Arnault's new American headquarters: a 23-story 
skyscraper on East 57tli Street in New York. "People 
will come to see it." he said, beaming, “like the 
Empire State Building," 

As for part two of his U.S. strategy, Arnault made 
a bid last year for the perfiime-and-beauty division 
of the French pharmaceuticals group Sanofi SA. 
which includes fragrances by Oscar de la Renta and 
the house of Yves Saint Laurent. 

By Christmas, negotiations had broken down — 
sources claim Arnault didn’t want to pay Sanofi’s SI 
billion-plus asking price. But rumor has it he will 
launch another bid soon. 

More important, Arnault has entered into talks 
with Giorgio Armani, the designer of choice Tor Wall 
Street dealmakers and Hollywood players. When 
Arnault sat down in the front row of the Armani 
menswear show last January in Milan, the fashion 
industry began ro buzz. Arnault denied his interest 
in rhe company for weeks. Finally, in mid-February, 
Armani CEO Pino Brusone raid the Italian press that 
he was indeed talking to Arnault about selling him a 
stake in Armani. A day later Arnault told NEWSWEEK 
that he hoped the deal would come through. 

“It is an extraordinary brand," he said, "n $1 bil- 
lion company that is very profitable." 

Armani has sizzle, all righr. But Gucci and Toni 
Ford are a five-alarm fire. Gucci would heat up 
LVMH's American business in a hurry— provided, of 
course, that Arnault can win the company without 
losing its cacher. Since that would be easier with 
Ford, die task is a tricky one. Fond distrusts Arnault, 
and lias for years. Back in 1994 Arnault spoke with 
the Bahrain-based Invesrcorp, then owner of Gucci, 
about buying the company, which was on the verge 
of bankruptcy. Ford reportedly cringed lie knew 
Arnault's history of gobbling up fashion houses and 
strong-arming the creative types. He is said to have 
told friends he wanted nothing to do with Arnault. 
Eventually. Arnault pulled out of the deal, telling 
Gucci executives that he thought rhe company w.is 
going nowhere. 

Today Ford lias a cliange-of-control clause in his 
contract, which allows him to leave the company ir 
any one shareholder purchases 35 percent of Gucci. 
If Ford goes, De Sole may, too. The CEO was furious 
when Arnault suggested back in January that Yves 
Carcelie, the head of leather goods at LVMH, take a 
sear on the Gucci board (Gucci and Vliltton vie for 
the same retail space and share customers). Arnault 
later offered an ourside candidate. 

But De Sole didn't bite. He did tell Arnault that if 
LVMH made a "fair" offer for the rest of Gucci's 
shares, he and Ford would stay. If Arnault did not 
want to make a 100 percent purchase, then De Sole 
wanted Arnault to sign a "stand-still" agreement 
guaranteeing Gucci's independence. Arnault did nei- 
ther. 

Three weeks later De Sole retaliated, creating an 
employee stock-option plan (ESOP). The plan dilut- 
ed Arnault's stake in Gucd to 26 percent. Arnault 
cried foul, and LVMH threatened to file a complaint 
with the SEC, demanding that Gucci be de-listed 
from the New York Stock Exchange. LVMH also sited 
Gucd In Holland, where it is registered, for violating 
Dutch corporate law. "Gucd said this plan was cre- 
ated not for die employeesTiut to be an obstade to 
LVMH," said Pierre Code, CEO of Louis Vuitton, SA; 
“That's not nice, and it's not legal ” Presumably the 
court will decide that. 


OAIWA BANK 
GIVES UP 
TRUST 
OPERATIONS 
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DEALING 

WITH 

STUTTERING 


BRENTS PLAY A MAJOR ROLE IN 
HELPING THEIR CHILD COPE 




F or thousands of years, (he 
problem of stuttering, also 
known as stammering, has 
affected all cultures and races, 
both sexes and people of all 
ages, rich or poor. 

Communication disorder spe- 
cialists have a lot to say about 
the nature, causes, characteris- 
tics, people’s awareness and 
treatment of stuttering. 

Mousa Amayreh, a speech- 
language pathologist. Dept, of 
Linguistics and Phonetics, 
University Of Jordan, defined 
stuttering as “a developmental 
communication or fluency dis- 
order. that begins in childhood 
and results from an unknown 
origin,” 

Briefly, “stuttering is the 
opposite of talking smoothly 
and continuously without any 
pauses, hesitations, interjec- 
tions, or even restarting the" 
utterance," explained Amayreh, 
Stuttering is caused by two 
factors. The most Important 
and documented one is “the 
genetic factor in which we find 
stuttering among children whose 
parents or relatives stuttered at 
certain points of their life," said. 
Amayreh. 

Another factor is "the nei|rO- 







physiological fa ctocwmchis 
related to mistiming or lack or 
coordination between orders 
coming from the brain and their 
execution to produce speech." 
continued Amayreh. 

In cases of children suffering 
from stuttering, their condition 


tore' also known as stuttering 
characteristics. 

"Core behaviors involve: rep- 
etition of the first syllable or 
sound of the first word, prolon- 
gation of sounds and blocks 
that happen when a stutterer 
wants to utter something, but 


eral, is not aware of his problem 
in early childhood, he starts 
realizing it when others pay 
attention to the way he speaks. 
If their reaction towards his 
stuttering is positive, it is most 
likely that spontaneous recov- 
ery will take place. 


Khnleal presented the steps of treatment applied with stutterers adapt. 

ed from a grandmother to hor grandson which aro now universally 
applied. 

Sentence Therapy 


1 . Do not work so hard to talk. 

Psychological adjustment (no tension). 

2. If you believe in yourself, you can do it. 

Attitude-change (self confidence). 

3. Jilst remember to slow down. 

Rate-manipulation. 

4. Think before you talk. u 

Monitoring oiieself. 

5. Keep it simple. 

Length and complexity of utterance. 

6. lloVe you. 

, Support and understanding. 


is further aggravated by "a lin- 
guistic requirement. For 
instance, when a child starts his 
first words, he wants to express 
himself, but doesn’t have 
enough words and structures 
with which to do so. The child 
may become under much stress 
that will finally lead him to stut- 
ter, M added the pathologist. 

Specialists indicate that there 
are core and secondary behav- 


he is unable to do' go because of 
the noticeable tension . that 
stops him from doing that. 

"The secondary behaviors 
contain some body movements 
like eye-blinking, head-nodding, 
playing with or catching on to 
'something tightly and even 
avoiding eye Contact with the 
listener" pointed out the 
pathologist. 

Although a stmtpter, iq gen- 


On the other hand, if their 
reaction is negative, "a stutter- 
er, a child or an adult, might be 
embarrassed and frustrated. 
Consequently, this puts a lot of 
pressure upon him. 

"He may become aggressive 
or he may just become isolated 
from others especially if he lacks 
academic or sport achievements to 
lean on'/' remarked Amayreh. 

. Acco rd i ng'tO Yass er Kh a I eel ; a 


speech-language ‘ specialist, 
some stutterers do not partici- 
pate at school, and even il they 
would like to do so, their teach- 
ers ignore them. Thus, every 
teacher should be aware of and 
considerate to his student's 
dilemma. 

For instance, the teacher may 
give the stutterer short ques- 
tions to answer or even short 
paragraphs to read. As a result, 
the stutterer will have confi- 
dence In his ability to partici- 
pate like any normal student, 
added Khnlccl. 

Despite the fact that slu tier- 
ing is still believed to be some 
sort ofa riddle, specialists have 
been able to classify stuttering 
into three stages: beginning, 
intermediate and advanced 
where each requires a specific 
treatment. 

"The beginning stage involves a 
treatment that depends on 
counseling parents, finding 
some ways to make the envi- 
ronment surrounding the child 
as positive as possible, keeping 
the child unaware of his dilem- 
ma;. talking slowly in front of 
him and giving the child as 
much tithe as needed,’’ asserted 
Amayreh. 


PEDIATRIC DIM ‘ISTS SUGGlvST AC] '1VATEB CARIu 



KHalecI further exptonw 
tlio child will be able to cot® 1 ' 
nn cl divide his breath in octet- 
dance with his words kiwwi a 
breathing management , rdn 
himself and slow the rate ci 
speech." 

"Treatment of the middfe 
stage Is a combination d 
mollifying stuttering 
ments. sitaping fluency, sj;- 
ponlng the stutterer sodall) 
to overcome stuttering mourn" 

and reinforcing him wbenete j 

lie is fluent," said Amaynb 
He also added that "with an 
advanced stutterer, who W 
been stuttering for years. « 

aim Is to modify tire 

behavior and to help hj" 
o\Vn ciinldan.; UnfortunaW 
‘ridding a stutterer o 
problem entirely Wl* , 
possible. 1 ' ,r 
The -ultimate corner®^ 
of stuttering therapy 
confidence and self*!* 

tion. However, both can 

reached by a 

without ' the'H'ri^*? 

and suppott of IW 

stirroupding jtim- S' 
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OAKLAND IUPI) - With seem- 
hgly conflicting stories appear- 
ing in the media about fluoride, 
wwbers of the dental commu- 
nity Bre concerned that parents 
nay be feeling more confused 
fan ever about what is best Icir 
fair children's teeth. 

"H^ract is plain and simple - 
Duortde is very important for 
fa .development of healthy 
says Arthur J. Nowak, 
WVD., professor or Pediatric 
Dentistry and Pediatrics at 
University of Iowa and past 
president or the American 
Academy of Pediatric Dentistry 
!WD|. y 

This is the message members 
faAAPD will be carrying lo 
Pjents who are trying to sort 
jngh what they're reading 
lr hearin 8 about fluoride. In 


recent months, pediatric den- 
tists across the country have 
raised concerns that children 
who drink hoirled water are 
not gening cm mgh Ihinride. 
Many brands of bottled water 
do not contain the recommend- 
ed level of fluoride. At the same 
time, parents are hearing more 
about the risk of'flunrosis. the 
lacy while lines that can appear 
on tile surface of teeth when 
children gel loo much fluoride# 
The stories are nor at confus- 
ing ns they sound. According co 
the AAPD, the real risk is chil- 
dren not getting enough fluo- 
ride. With this in mind, pedi- 
atric demists are educating 
their patients about the bene- 
fits of fluoride and how overex- 
posure can be avoided. 


Fluoride Is 
Important For 
Developing 
Teeth 

Dental researchers have long 
known that adequate amounts 
of fluoride in drinking water 
can prevent approximately 30 
to *10 percent or cavities in per- 
manent teeth. Over the past 
few years, as sales of bottled 
water have risen, pediatric den- 
tists have begun to express 
concern that the absence of flu- 
oride in many brands of bottled 
water could potentially con- 
tribute to an increase in cavities 
among patients. 

“Many parents don't realize 
just how important it is for chil- 
dren to receive fluoridated 
water. What’s more, they don't 
realize that many brands of bot- 
tled water do not contain fluo- 
ride." says Dr. Nowak. 

The appropriate amount of 
fluoride is particularly impor- 
tant for infants and toddlers 
whose bahv teeth are erupting. 
"So, if parents mix formula wirh 
bottled water that does not 
contain fluoride, they are 
depriving their child of fluoride 
during a very important time in 
the development of the teeth," 
. explains Dr. Nowak. 

Many pediatric dentists and 
physicians recommend that 
parents use filtered tap water 
to mix formulas. Some water fil- 
tration pitchers leave fluoride 
in the water while removing 
harmful substances that may be 
present in the water such as 
lead. To find out if a water ni- 
tration pitcher leaves fluoride 
in tap water, check the claims 


that are listed on the packaging 
or talk to your demist. 

Brita’s activated carbon filtra- 
tion pitcher offers high-quality, 
great-rasring water and has 
been tested and verified to 
remove only a trace amount of 
fluoride over the life of the fil- 
ter. 

Tgp-Woter 
Does Not Put 
One At Risk 
For Fluorosis 

According to the U.S. Centers 
for Disease Control (CDC). 
drinking municipally treated 
water does not put one at risk 
for dental fluorosis, a condition 
rhat can occur in children who 
are regularly overexposed to 
fluoride. Many cases of overex- 
posure are caused when young 
children swallow Toothpaste 
instead of spitting it out. 

Most dental fluorosis is char- 
acterized by lacy white lines on 
the surface or the teeth. While 
fluorosis is permanent, it is not 
harmful to children's health. 
Also, according to the CDC, 94 
percent of all cases are classi- 
fied ns mild or very mild and 
are only noticeable to a dental 
professional. 

Both the AAPD and the CDC 
agree that parents should be 
reminded that fluoridated 
water remains the most effec- 
tive method of preventing 
tooth decay. According to Dr. 
Nowak, rhere's a simple solu- 
tion for getting healthier, great- 
tasting water with fluoride. "A 
water filtration pitcher with pn 
activated carbon filter provides 
water- that tastes good blit 
leaves the fluoride in.” 


ill^DRAWAL 

C hildren who ore socially structured activities is some* 
withdrawn, who do not times helpful. Peers can be 
j ,eract w,t h other chll- trained to help withdrawn chll- 
tote Dvi! *** S ° C ^ com P e * dren Increase their levels of 
■ They may also lack social interaction. Peer encourage; 
tow torf * <now * ec *8P. such as ment and reinforcement often , 
0,1^ etcct Intentions of work better than adult Interven- . 
A tions. When, adults .become 

^ r of methods have involved in children's., interact j 
ftl ( jr^ cessf ^ in helping shy tions, even to praise them for 
beQjH! 83,0 social skills and playing well together, cliil^-to- . 
fam t ^ SOcial ^ e - facing child . interaction • fends to 
situations with younger decline and tt\e. children dlrec^ ' 
srcal ground and/or their attention toward the adult. ; ■ 
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O ne of the most common 
fears of the last , part of the 
first year is stranger anxiety. 
An 8-month old is showing 
stranger anxiety when she wrin- 
kles her face as a stranger 
approaches, lobks back pnd forth 
between the stranger and , her 
mother anti after a few seconds' 
begliis to cry. .Children do not 
, always reaetto a stranger witii fear. 
The fear is least likely to occur if 
the stranger . approaches slowly, 
talks gently and initiates play with 
the child. It is most likely if, the 
stranger walks toward the . child 
quickly; is quiet or veiy lo^id.ahd 
attempts to pk* up: the ^dilld. 
Although some children aremofe 
feariiil . thah . others, 


FEAR OF 
STRANGERS 

infants show a fear reaction to a 
sn -anger on some occasion 
between 7 and 12 months of age. 

One explanation of this fear is 
based on the assumption that 
infants compare the schemata for 
tiie feces of familiar people with 
their perception of die stranger. If 
they are unable to understand the 
discrepancy, they become dis- 
tressed. Although thl$ distress 
resembles the upset shown by 3- 
monrii olds upon exposure to dis- 
crepant events, two important ele- 
ments have been added to the 
competence of the 8-month-old. . 
First, recognition of the dlscrepan- 
cy o colre much more quiddy.-The , 

. older dilld.cries within die first 20 . 
seconds of seeing- the unfomlllar ! 
}'■■ adult;;, More : Important, 1 the. older : 
t ■ child does not; have to be looking- . 
j- . .atthq pillar person In order, tn 
* 1 become ' uncertain. The 8-month- 
l old compares the stronger with her 
I retrieved schema df the familiar 
: •; person,' when she cannot assiuu- ' 
i . jpte: the former to foe latter; she./: 
I’, '-becomes unceftain and 


bmp; 




18 BODY & MIND 




Dear Dn 1 am a 2S yoar 
old woman. Recently, I 
detected a lump In my 
breast, but I am too 
to see a apo- 
ddlst? Could H be cancer 
and hew can f know? 

Dear reader Not all lumps are 
cancerous. But all lumps must be 
checked by a doctor. So 1 guess 
you have no choice but to see one 
as soon as possible. Your physi- 
cian will examine bodi breasts 
and not only the one with the 
lump. The area of die armpit will 
also be examined to check for any 
lymph nodes there. If the lump is 
mobile and not associated with 
any lymph nodes, skin changes or 
nipple retraction. It is more likely 
a fibroadenoma or a cyst. 

A mammogram is an X-ray pic- 
ture of the breast. Modem mam- 
mography equipment and tech- 
niques expose women to only 
minimal amounts of radiation. 
The radiation Is only meant for 
die breast. A trained radiologic 
female technologist positions 
your breast between two plastic 
plates tliar compress it. spreading 
it out so that the X-ray can pro- 
duce as precise an image as posa- 
ble. TVvo X-rays are taken of each 
breast during mammography: 
one from above and one from 
side to side. A radiologist reads 
the mammogram to see if any 
suspicious areas exist. 

The mammogram is usually done 
in the week following the men- 
strual period so that the breast Is 
not tense and thus the examina- 
tion is not painful. This Is particu- 
larly important for married 
women to ensure that they are 
not pregnant. 

The ultrasound exam on the 
other hand, is not an X-ray exam. 
It is a special equipment that uses 
and delivers sound waves in Hie 
range above the human hearing. 
These sound waves are transmit- 
ted to the body by a transduces 
Some of them will go through the 
body, some will be absorbed and 
some will be reflected, The 
echoes returning from the part 
examined are picked up by the 
transducer and converted elec- 
tronically into a signal that is 
transmitted to a. television screen 
where the signals form an image 
of the part examined, nils test 
can determine the nature of mass- 
es in the breast whether solid or 
cystic, A variety of transducers are 
used for different parts of the 
body. Unfortunately, it is less accu- 
rate than a mammogram. 
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yN FRANCISCO. (UPI) — For the 
rime, researchers have linked 
hgi blood levels of antioxidant 
enzynes with an increased risk for 
attracts and advanced-stage mac- 
alar degeneration. A newly pwb- 
Eshed study hints at the day when 
ophthalmologists may be able lu 
iK blood tests to identify iudivklu- 
iwfio are at greater risk to devel- 
op these age-related eye problems. 
French researchers, repotting in the 
fcbuaiy Issue of Hie American 
Academy of OphHialinology’s jour- 
Ml. Ophthalmology, report the risk 
of cataracts Increases by six times 
xidfbrlale-stage macular degener- 
ation by nine tunes, when levels of 
gfcjathione peroxidase are in the 
'bfeod ciroilarion. Elevated levels of 
Lis antioxidant enzyme appear ro 
lie a defensive response to 
Leased levels of oxidation within 


the body. 

Study authors say an "increased 
level of enzymatic glutathione per- 
oxidase appears to Ire one of Hie 
strongest indicators of cataract and 
late macular degeneration ever evi- 
denced.*’ In recent yearc, 
researchers have been looking for 
reliable maikeis Tor age-related eye 
disease. 

The public is more lamiliar with 
antioxidants consumed from Hie 
diet, such as Vitamin C. Vitamin E 
and carotenoids (beta carotene, 
lutein), which are a secondary line 
of defense for living tissues against 
premature aging and disease. 
Antioxidant enzymes, such as cata- 
lase and superoxidc dismutase. are 
produced naturally within Hie body 
from minerals sudras zinc, copper 
and manganese, and represent the 
first-line of defense against oxida- 


Glutatliione peroxidase enzyme 
activity is dependent upon Vitamin 
E and die trace mineral selenium. 
This antioxidant enzyme protects 
fatty tissues from turning rancid 
(called peroxidation). Cataracts are 
a dtmding of die naturally dear 
focusing lens of the eye. which usu- 
ally occur with advanced age and 
can cause symptoms sudi as sun 
glare, night glare from oncoming 
auto headlights, need for brighter 
home • lighting, diminished color 
vision (blues and violets) and other 
symptoms. Cataracts form in tlie 
eyes of aboui two out of three 
adults by die age of 60, though 
only about 34 percent of older 


adults 

require cataract 
removal at any 
given rime. . 

JSr But with a 
population of 
m more than 36 mil-" 
m lion retirees, nearly 
Si 1.5 million cataract 
» operations are per- 
Kj fanned annually in 
■ die U.S. 

’ Cataracts and 

lens implant 
operations 
are among 
the safest 
and most 
efficadous of all 


M sight m better than 95 
Af percent of cases. 

Macular degeneration 
affects rhe central retina or 
visual center of the eye and results 
in loss or central vision used Tor 
reading, color vision and recogniz 
ing faces. The advanced form o: 
macular degeneration involves 
deterioration, leakage or abnonnal 
growth of blood vessels at the back 
of the eye. Currently, treatment for 
advanced-stage macular degenera- 
tion (laser) does not address die 
cause of Hie disease and is only 
effective in delaying its progres- 
sion. 

Future studies will confinn whether 
glutathione peroxidase is a reliabli 
marker for age-related eye disoi 
ders of the retina and focusing lens. 


BEATING THE BACK ACHE 

A new procedure could revolutionize disc surgery 


NEWSWEEK — The human mein, you need a sense of how 
spine is a wondrous piece of spinal discs work. Think of a 
nudilnery and a balky one. healthy disc as a car tire made of 

Host of us suffer back problems lightly woven ligaments and 

ai one time or another, but for filled with soli 

die million or more Americans putty, 

with damaged spinal discs, the , ■•^j§58fc Sandwiched 
piin is no mere annoyance. between 

Some disc problems two ver- 

* make the act of yw ( lebrae, it 

lining in a desk chair makes a good 

cr car seat unbearable, cushion. Unfortunately, 

tod the traditional reme- the ligaments encasing a disc 

^ * cwt ty surgical procc- can loosen and tear alter several 
to* called spinal fusion, is decades of service. And when 
complications, that happens, outside blood ves- 
™ny 300,000 people endured scls can invade the disc, accom- 
procedure last year alone, pnnied by nerve fibers that don't 
tot the prospects for relief are belong in such a high-pressure 
^ttong. Early studies suggest environment^ The problem is 
a new treatment called IDGT more complicated than a rup- 
MwkcaJ electrothermal annu- lure, or "herniation,” because 
works at least ns well as the pain originates Inside the 

tat ? {li ^ ere ” ce ls it disc, not In the adjacent nerves it 
about 15 minutes under touches. The standard treatment 
anesthetic. It costs $7,000 involves destroying the disc and 
jjtod °> $50,000 and patients' using bone grafts to fUse the two 
.out of ti)e operating suite vertebrae it separated, 
s over. Says one veteran. IDET aims to achieve Inore by 
itrm * Worse t ' 1nn ^ving doing less. “W: don’t throw out 

the lire; says Dr, Jeffrey Snal, a 
wstand the new titjat- Stanford spine specialist and co- 


inventor of the technique. "We 
patch it." Tlie secret is an instru- 
ment called SpineCath. Designed 
by Saal and his brother, Dr. Joel 
Snal, it consists nl a six-inch nee- 
dle and a line catheter wirh 
heating clement nil the end. 
After tracing a patient's pain i 
particular disc, doctors insert the 
catheter through the needle and 
heat it to 194 degrees for 14 
17 minutes. Tlie heat not only 
kills the invading nerves bur also 
tightens the surrounding liga 
inents, creating a new seal. 

The technique is srill in its infan 
cy, only 700 patients have been 
treated, but the early results look 
promising. In small studies, 
roughly 80 percent of the recipi- 
ents have enjoyed reduced pain 
and greater mobility, andlialf of 
those taking narcotic painkillers 
have ended up drug-free. No one 
knows how long the benefits will 
last; heat-treated discs may 
develop- new tears over. time. 
Tlie beauty of IDET Is ‘that most 
patients would probably try it 
again. 

by GEOFFREY COWLEY 
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INTERNET HEALTH 
MAGAZINE 
LAUNCHED 


OAK BROOK, (UPI)— MedCarc 
Technologies Inc. (NASDAQ: 
MCAR) today announced plans to 
launch an online health magazine 
with content, features mid infor- 
mation on a wide range nf health 
topics, including fitness and nutri- 
tion. drags and medications, 
women’s health, men’s healtli and 
the latest healthcare and medical 
news. Tlie online health magazine 
will be available without charge 
and is designed to address the 
growing demand sweeping across 
Hie web, where 46% of all online 
users search for information about 
a medical or personal problem 
according to a recent IntelUquest 
Inc. survey. 

Scheduled for release through its 
healthcare portal, http;/Avww.med- 
careonline.com, in approximately 
30 days, MedCare’s new online 
magazine will allow subscribers to 
customize content specific to their 
unique health needs and 
interests and will also be enriched 
by Hie streaming of audio and 
video content Tlie availability of 


streaming media content L 

online magazine has been made 
possible by the development of 
Internet, audio and video srreanv 
ing technology to near broadcast 
quality by such companies as 
RealNetworks. Inc. (NASDAQ: 
KNWK). lauhomv . (NASDAQ: 
ATHM). brci.idcast.com (NASDAQ: 
BCST) and InterVU Inc. (NASDAQ: 
ITVU). InrerVU's services have been 
used by a number of leading 
Internet coiporations, including 
DoubleQick (NASDAQ: DCLK), 
Lycos (LCOS) and Yhliool (NASDAQ: 
YHOO). 

'‘We're excited about our ability to 
deliver a comprehensive roster of 
features on our healthcare portal," 
comments Dr. Michael M. Blue, a 
Director of MedCnre Technologies, 
"Along with the extensive informa- 
tion tl rat’s already available, we’re 
now also in the midst of offering 
free web hosting and home page 
services to the health care commu- 
nity, and expanding our e-com- 
merce initiatives, where we believe 
there is tremendous opportunity" 



SNACKS AT 
100 CALORIES 
OR LESS 


Because of a chronic, 
scaly rash on my ears, ■ 
was prescribed a moistur- 
izing lotion, but H hasn't 
worked. Should I try an 


DEAR READER: Many different 
skin disorders, including sebor- 
rhea and psoriasis, can anise a 
scaly rash. I think you should 
see a dermatologist before 
using cortisone cream, because, 
although the cortisone may be 
appropriate, it’s a good idea to 
establish a diagnosis before 
using it for more tlian an occa- 
sional skin problem. 


The whites of my eyes 
have taken on a yellow 
tint and I feel rundown. 
Could this be due to an 
Improper diet? Km 16. 
DEAR READER: Yellowing of the 
eyes is a sign of jaundice, a con- 
dition caused by liver malfunc- 
tion. In otherwise healthy ado- 
lescents, Hie most common dis- 
eases associated with jaundice 
an? hepatitis and mononucleo- 
sis. Because you may be conta- 
gious and a [linear to those 
around you. I urge you to see a 
doctor before your condition 
worsens. You will need special 
blood tests to determine the 
cause of your jaundice, which is 
caused by a back-up of bile in 
tlie body, an affliction that 
should not be ignored. 

DEAR DR. GOTTi My 80- 
yoor-old mother woi 
rec e n tly diagnosed with 
cirrhosis of the I Ivor. This 
surprised us because she 
has never consumed alco- 
hol. Could the condition 
be caused by dietary fae- 


DEAR READER: Cirrhosis simply 
means scarring of the liver, lr is 
a dangerous affliction that can 
result from a variety of agents, 
including viral hepatitis and 
damaging reactions from toxic 
chemicals. In tlie Unites Stales, 
most cirrhosis Is the end result 
of alcohol abuse. Inasmuch as 
your mother is not a drinker, 
the cause of her cirrhosis Is. 
unclear, in my opinion v sbe 
should be examined and tested 
byV a gastroenterologist who 
specializes , in liver disoitlets. 
Although yo.urmothef’s cirrho- 
sis is. permanent 1 and incurable, 
she heeds a spedfic diagnosis 
■ so that further, jife-th reatehfnj^ ^ 
damage can be' 
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THE DIGITAL CAMERA ERA 

NOW AT A DESKTOP NEAR YOU 




rr^iey all thought Francis 

I Coppola had gone a bit 

1 wiggy when he offered this 
vision of the future of dnema: "For 
me the great hope is that now 
these little 8mm video reconders 
are around and people who nor- 
mally wouldn't make movies are 
going to be making them, and sud- 
denly, one day, some little fat girl 
in Ohio is going to be the new 
Mozart and make a beautiful film 
with her father's camcorder and 
the so-called professionalism 
about movies wilt be destroyed 
forever." 

That was a decade ago. But 
who's laughing now? The revolu- 
tion he foresaw, fadlitated by the 
increasing power of desktop com- 
puters and the rise of affordable 
digital (DV) camcorders, is urtde» 
way. Dubbed the "microclnema 
movement," it’s the biggest tech- 
nological change In moviemaking 
since the anival of lightweight 
16mm cameras in the '50s and 
'60s, which made possible the 
New Wave and dnema verite. 
Digital video-fed from your cam- 
corder into your home computer, 
where you can edit it, jazz it up 
with spinning titles and special 
effects, then convert the finished 
product onto videotape or send it 
onto the Web for public consump- 
tioivis democratizing filmmaking, 
creating a nation of do-it-yourself 
auteurs. 

There are now 8-year-old 
schoolkids who think it's normal 
to make a movie for a school 
assignment. Home movies have 
readied new levels of sophistica- 
tion: Carter Swenson, working on 
his Si, 800 system in the basement 
of his home near Washington, 
D.C., tapes his twin daughters in 
front of n blue screen, then 
replaces the background with the 
music video of their choice, \tolle, 
personalized MTV! They get to 
dance with the Spice Girts when- 
. ever they want," says Swenson. 

Hobbyists use such software 
packages as MCl's VideoWave II 
(street price, $99; PC only), Avid’s 
Avid Cinema (PC, $85; Mac, $104) 


and Uiead's VideoStudio ($99; PC 
only). You'll need a 166MHz com- 
puter at least, with a lot of hard- 
drive space, as well as a video-cap- 
ture card. A few packages include 
both hardware and software: 
Dazzle's Digital Video Creator 
($249; PC only), Iomega's Buz (PC, 
$199; Mac, $299) and Mattox’s 
Matvei G200-TV ($299; PC only). If 
you want what it takes to approxi- 
mate the capabilities of a movie 
studio, there's Adobe’s Premiere 
($589; PC and Mad and Uiead's 
MedlaStudio Pro ($449; PC only). 
Camera prices range from $400 for 
a low-end, conventional videocam 
to $3,699 for such “pro-sum er"- 
level digital cameras as the much- 
loved Canon XL1. The computer 
industry of course, is pushing die 
new video trend: it wants con- 
sumers to buy 
newer, fester 
and more 
expensive 
machines. 

Just as desk- 
top publishing 

transformed the way magazines, 
books and newspapers were put 
together and distributed, the 
desktop video revolution is inspir- 
ing filmniakers-professional as 
well as amateur-to think different. 
When people Eook back at the 
seminal movie of 1 998, it may not 
be "Saving Private Ryan" but the 
Danish birthday-party-from-hell 
drama "The Celebration." Not 
because it won the New York and 
LA. Film Critics awards for best 
foreign film but because it was 
shot on a Sony PC7, a consumer 
digital video camera. No theatrical 
lighting or special effects were 
used; only a small crew was neces- 
sary, and the budget was penny- 
pinching, ‘"The Celebration' is the 
'Birth of a Nation' of digital 
movies,” says Peter Broderick, 
who as president of NextMfave 
Films is finandng extremely low- 
budget digital films, 

Where the computer chips will 
fell is anyone's guess, but there is 
definitely a movement afoot. Indie 
auteurs such as Hal Hartley John 


McNaugliton and John Jost have all 
shot on DV Variety called digital 
filmmaking "the hottest ropic 
among young filmmakers" at 
January’s Sundance Film Festival. 
Ttoo touring shows-D.Film (a 90- 
minute compilation of short films 
dud excerpts) and ResFest-have 
traveled the world, attracting fans 
and converts, as well as talent 
scouts from places like MTV and 
Showtime. One novice, inspired by 
what he saw at D.Film, taught him- 
self computers, submitted a film to 
the festival and now works as a 
lead designer at MTV networks. 
“You don't have to be an assistant 
to an editor for five years before 
you get your chance anymore," 
says D.Film's Bart Cheever, ‘"foil 
can cut right to the front of the 
line." 

The 

acclaimed doc- 
umentary "The 
Cruise,” about 
a brilliantly 
eccentric New 
York City tour 
guide, was shot digitally, and edit- 
ed on a computer in filmmaker 
Bennett Miller's living room. The 
fact that these cameras are so 
small and unobtrusive has obvious 
benefits for a stealth-conscious 
documentary-film maker; people 
hardly noticed he was filming. 
"The Cruise" cost only $140,000 
to make, $58,000 of which was 
Just for the transfer from video to 
film. Soon, even that expense 
won't be necessary. DigitaFvideo 
projectors will be in place in the- 
aters, satellites will be pumping 
movies through the skies and films 
will be distributed via high-speed 
“broadband'' cable hookups to the 
Internet. In the last few weeks, 
two Web sites-iFllm.net and 
Atomfiims.com-debuted, showing 
Independent films and shorts. 

As the line between amateur 
and professional blurs, it suddenly 
seems as If everybody Is getting in 
touch with his inner Capra. Wiry? 
Because now they can afford to. 
Fifty-year-old video hobbyist Jerry 
Anderson put together a zippy, 


mor-pro-Ievd system: a Miro 
DC30 Pius Capture Card, Adobe 
Premiere and a 400-MHz Pentium 
computer with 18 gigabytes of 
hard-disk space for $3,500. 
Anderson proved so dexterous 
with his new technology that lie 
got signed up to make a video for 
Habitat for Humanity. Once you 
have your hardware and software 
in place, further expenses can be 
minimal. Last year Pennsylvania 
filmmakers Lance Weller and 
Stefan Avalos released a feature- 
length murder mystery called "Thcf 
Last Broadcast." Shot on a budget 
of $900, It may be the cheapest 
feature ever made. 

Even tots are getting into the 
act, In Concord, Mass., Susan 
Zellniann-Rohrer donates Avid 
Cinema to local schools and insti- 
tutions, and works with students 
from kindergarten to fifth grade to 
make little movies. Her goal is to 
help students attain visual literacy, 
"it's the word processor of die 
turn of the millennium," she says. 

There is, to be sure, something 
scary about the sheer volume of 
movies the new technology is 
unleashing. "Access to tools does- 
n't guarantee talent," understates 
Nick DeMarrino of the American 
Film Institute. Director Rob 
Nilsson, a pioneer in video film- 
making (1987s "Heat and 
Sunlight"), puts it even more 
directly. "The amount of trash 
that'll be made is immense." That 
fat girl in Ohio maybe Mozart, but 
we'll be lucky if she's Salieri-or 
even good enough to make it onto 
"America’s Funniest Home 
Videos.” And who's going to sort 
through the tidal wave of cassettes 
and DVDs that will swamp film fes- 
tivals, film schools and film com- 
panies in the future? In the brave 
new world of desktop filmmaking, 
every wanna-be Spielbeig, every 
teen Thrantino, can step up to the 
plate for a swing at glory, But with 
so many people making movies, 
will anyone be left to watch them? 

By DAVID ANSEN 
and RAY SAWHILL 


PLAY IT 
YOUR WAY 


NOW YOU CAN RUN PLAYSTATION 
GAMES ON YOUR MACINTOSH. BUT 
SONY STANDING STILL FOR IT 


F or years the bane of the 
Macintosh faithful has 
been n depressing lack 
of games. Th^n in January, 
the Connectix company 
announced a startling short- 
cut: a program that actually 
allowed the latest Macs to 
run Sony PlayStation games. 
Cowabunga! Entertainment- 
starved Mac owners had 
heart palpitations pondering 
two key questions: Does it 
work? And would Sony- 
known for protecting its 
property rights-claim foul, 
and get the courts to stop 
distribution of the Virtual 
Game Station? 

Sony did object, but while 
the matter is in court a feder- 
al judge is allowing con- 
sumers to buy the S49 soft- 
ware package. As to whether 
the program works, the 
answer is yes, surprisingly 
well. 

NEWSWEEK tested the 
Virtual Game Station on a 
spanking-new 400MHz G3, 
and our game testers were 
delighted that once the pro- 
gram was installed (a process 
requiring a mere two 
mouseclicks), simply Insert- 
ing a PlayStation disc into 
the CD-ROM drive would 
boot up the game-just ns if 
the Mac were a Sony unit. 
There was a problem with 
the controls-we were unable 
to get two Gravis Game Pad 
Pro USBs working together (a 
Connectix technician said the 
company was working on a 
fix). But the keyboard control 
was adequate. Connectix is 
careful to note that not all 
PlayStation games work on 


its system. We found that 
NCAA Final Four ‘99, Future 
Cop and Street Sk8er all 
behaved quite acceptably- 
heck, they rocked-though it 
was a bit strange playing the 
games at a desktop instead 
of the preferred position: 
sprawled out in front of the 
living-room couch. And kib- 
itzers judged that the graph- 
ics didn't look as sharp as 
they did with a Sony 
PlayStation-TV combo. 

Which leads to another 
question: why even bother 
tying up your spiffy four-fig- 
ure Macintosh when for S80 
more than the Connectix 
software you can buy an orig- 
inal PlaySration and be 
assured that every game 
works? This solution will 
seem even more compelling 
when Sony ships its next- 
generation PlayStation, 
announced last week. This 
unit will be considerably 
more powerful; running on a 
300MHz "Emotion Engine" 
(Sony's coinage), it can calcu- 
late faster than a Pentium III. 
run graphics like an expen- 
sive workstation, churn out 
CD-level sound and may even 
play DVD movies. Industry 
analysts are breathlessly pro- 
claiming it a breakthrough. 
Game nuts are already count- 
ing the days until its autumn 
2000 U.S. release. 

Meanwhile, Mac gamers 
can take solace: the populari- 
ty and power of the iMac is 
luring more game developers 
back to the Apple camp. Have 

you seen Myth II? Awesome. 
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After th e net came to town; 

A LOOK AT HOW 3-HOBBYISTS 
ARE TRYING TO MAKE MONEY 


W hen e-mail first made Its 
way here ro Jordan in 
late 1995, the country's 
fnt Witte' thought that NETS, a 
bulletin board service, was the 
Internet And when Global One 
touched In March the following 
year, not much changed. Who 
would payJOD 6 per-hour? 

■We thought NETS was every- 
tf4ig. I knew that the world wide 
web was out there," says Laith 
Zrefbt, a 20-year-old student of 
rnedkine at the University of 
Jordan (UJ). "I just didn’t know 
what it looked like.” 

His school lime friend on die 
other hand did. 

Omar Kudsi, now studying 
.business and marketing at 
Brigham Young University in the 
United States, was among those 
people who first logged onto the 
web in Jordan in early 1995 
before NETS even came into ser- 
.we. 

Back then the National 
Wbimation Center was still try- 
iig to explain what the Internet 
was. let alone what it could offer. 
According to school chum 
Zreikat, “Omar would actually 
<Sal international to the United 
States from his home to see what 
the Internet actually looked like." 
tot it was not until the suin- 
i of 1997 that Zrelkat and 
I tods actually had a chance to 
| experience the Internet on the 
i same level. 

That summer as three new 
' W Internet Service Providers 
- Wex. NETS and 
- FiiaNet — joined Global One, 
subsequently 
‘W* l^«s allowing more 
*“1* Inexperience the Well. 

J" Ns esiliest adventure with 
«wb, Zrelkat says “tile first 
™S|h*cmglit my and Omar's 
S? "* CeoCillcs." 
WDUnei -w*w.geocltles.com 
wng the first sites to 
^offering free hosting on the 

^fortunately at first we were 


Zrelkat says. 

Tie w»d ftp would give me 

hit r™’ ° r File 11 ' ! " lsfer 

twnani ^ h ° W lnleraet hosting 
^"^upload whole home- 

Srt^t-P'c-s, 

even videos to web 


kirowledceofHvDerTextMnrinin i r' er ehliough I tried, “The Hist thing that came to know-how saves us lots of are now working on a priciitg 

Lamtuase (HTML? which i< i>»h j ust able fo save ft up and mind was free hosting, free e- headaches In the long run like system that will take these 
to form web Daces exn.mrleH j W> ? ° f oslnB , the mail and free m arketing know- dients calling us up to come things into account. Other fea- 

tof^^hpages.e’tpanded. domain," Zretkat says nostalglcal- how." says Zrelkat. over and setup their e-ntall tores that promise to make their 

to set the lianv of htmi »wt ,h. ***. .k j • . _ 'Making money on the account on a different kind of site worth a visit Is free e-mail, 

first thine I thnmdir nf wa, havfna ^ ^ domain registration, Internet is all about generating browser and it also creates There are two ways of doing 

m ^ 8 rT a™? ^ "7 trafnc ” he "“«■ ' Internet awareness, there* this, by either outsourcing 

- pag . n o ing themselves. At the \fet it Is not as easy as it opening up the market for us," whereby firms in the US offering 


the web, reminisces Zrelkat. start, me and Omar estimated sounds, according to' Miyhar. adds Zrelkat. 

Zreikat and Kudsi, meanwhile, feat we needed at least JOD "My major concern nowadays, "Wb want i 

were more interested inwliac the 2,000 for the first two months," huildincr a v 


hosting for as low 2 cents i 


"We want to show people that mall box or by installing soft- 
building a web site does nor 'ware packages that can cost as 




required rocket scientist.” 


low as $300 on leased web 


The trio have bigger plans, as space, 
they hope to build up a data- “In the second case, you actu- 
base of cohtacts that they will be ally own die traffic," points out 

able to partner with by offering Zreikat. “That way, you have 


their marketing and sales ser- more control over your advertis- 
vices. mg revenue." 

"We always profile our clients ® uc to make their dream of an 
so that we know what will inter- online store come true, Zreikat 
est them and so that we are able n° tes they will have reg- 

to recognize potential opportu- ‘s ter r ^ e i r company in the US. 


web had to offer commercially, says Zreikat. 


nities that they would be inter- 
ested in," says Mihyar. 

To date, the trio have been 


since online credit verification is 
not yet available heTe in Jordan. 
"We are looking for a bank 


"WealwaystliinkofAmazon.com "We couldn’t get fee money off Internet awareness." he points Darti ' e , sflll due cn that will accept any credit card 

as a prototype for what we have our parents," he adds. out. prudence and expect ro have a from the Internet from anywhere 

in mind, says Zreikat. JordanMall s first JOD 1 ,000 came "You have to educate your full fledged Internet store bv the ' ll clie wor ld." says Zreikat. 

Amazoiu'om was tire from a project that Zreikat landed client on not just what the md 0 r tills year. "The first month adding "if we register in the US, 

we launched, we got an offer instead of paying taxes here, the 


a proper advertising price sys- " ot madc an onli ™ credit velin - 
tetn and ways of monitoring how cat,on available in the 


many hits and click throughs v 


got, we didn't want to cheat anced . companies t0 take rireir 
them. we put their offer on hold " nanaal actMtles “ tlle Unlted 


'lAfE 1AI A MT TA CUAlAf frum a firm in the US to host a US government can have 

“ VW HU I IW 9IIVW banner on our site." says Zreikat. ma "^ 

_____ “But because we did not have The Central Bonk ofjordan has 

P E SB B E T U A T a P™P er advertising price sys- l,ot . madc ?" 1 

™ ™ ™ 1 tern and ways of monitoring how cnIlon facll| tJ 

BUILDING A WEB SITE HE 

DOES NOT REQUIRE A 

In general, web advertising is ..... . , 

ROCKET SCIENTIST' 

er factor is the current move . , 

, , ... , and approxlm 

Internet’s lint online bookshop with a company feat needed a Internet has to offer, but how it ° | war “ s nte !ge . advertising, a1rc j s holders, 

and has now Iwcome a trade- graphic designer to do its actually works, how to update „ ereby a certn ' n w®™ 

mark name in the United States brochures. the site, how to add features on r , ? search en ? ine , . ■ ' 


country, sparking many web-oi 


and risked them to wait,” he 
adds. 


States. 

To date there are over 20,000 


in general, web advertising is ^rfere tnjortan. accord, ng 
priced according to how many t0 NUA ;. a " lrlal ’ ' T b surve >' R ™' 

hits a site receives, while anorlv more * a " 70 lnteme, caf " 
. ■„ , „ across the country, seven ISPs 

er factor is the current move . , _ . __ _ .. 

. . , and approximately 50,000 credit 


mark name in the United States brochures. 


mainly, ns well ns the rest of the That first JOD 1 ,000 was used It... etc." underlines Mihyar. 

world, when people think of buy 1 to lease hard disk space on a "Handing out knowledge and 


ing o-honk from the web. 


server in the United States, 


But the school chums did ndt according to Zrelkat. 
actually start considering any “After that- we knew that we 
money making schemes till last would need more people to work 
summer, when Kudsi come back on our site." says Zreikat. 


"Horbot” is accompanied with 
an ad for "Ford." 

According to Zreikat, the trio - 
IumT Vwamber* Vftfet Commerel#! / FREE ' 


by AHMED NASER 

Technology Correspondent 


for a holiday from his studies In 
the U.S. 


Rakan Mihyar, an old school 
friend, currently study dvll engi- 


“We started seriously talking neering at UJ ; Joined them. ; 

about on-line shopping," Zreikat Nowadays; Kudsi does the ■ 

recalls. research; and developlpent In the 

"We bought books, we US, Zreikat handles designs and 

browsed hundreds of sites, we Mihyar .takes.care of ^he compa- 

conducted research, we did feasi- ny's customers. ; 
bility studies, we did our liOtne- "We chose Rakan bemuse we, 
wor k" knew he was motivated and ere- ^ 

That enthusiasm poured. Into ath/e,’’ says Zrelkat... . . •• 

their website, last summer The trio brafoptormpd on what- . , • 

JordanMall — available for view they could offer more titan cilr- 
at wwwjordanmall.com:. { v. tent . .incumbent^ . Hfc .. 

“My start up was $7b fqr; the : Access2Arabla j and r .Business 
domajn and $25 for the disk' i’Optimizatiqn Consultants BQCin 
space, which | borfoyred fronj my, j the jordanian tnafketi ; ' , ./■; 


^og-Paleggflj ^ ggf 


wammunnyf AteyogWi^offcwtin3rw»M*M 

gwwWMHlff antfc*Mnom|on4n«rtor«r 

“Jordan! 

N«tghjMrt»o<fs| ArtSMwUa Automotive 

. jw i jii w y ftttpti.Boc to . 

' dompuWl KM,*. ■ computer, • 

,- ( IT^r, Fwntbn .*•- . Baveraseo ’ 

-J .| oertfo ,Aw^y > . .Rwtanty.&nifa- 


IricriM OMm Anhtecbn 
•ntfUr^lMapfrig 





22 SATELLITE LISTINGS 


08:25 DaddyDearesi 
08:50 The Charmings 
09:05 Silver Spoons 
09:40 Houslon Knlghls 
10:30 Family Mailers 
10:55 One Life Of Live 
11:45 General Hospital 
12:35 Sunset Beach 
13:25 Port Charles 
13:40 Designing Women 
14:151 Married Dora 
14:40 Daddy Dearest 
15:05 The Charmings 
15:30 Silver Spoons 
15:55 Houston Knights 
10:45 Family Matters 
17:10 Minor Adjustments 
17:35 Step By Step 
18:00 New Adventure Of Robin 
Hood 

19:00 The Closer 
19:30 Newsradlo 
20:00 Charmed 
21:00 C-18: FBI 
22:00 John Larroquette 
22:30 Larry Sanders 
23:00 FX The Series 
00:00 Martin 

00:25 Malcolm And EddlB 
00:60 Early Edition 
01:40 MBlrose Place 





ENTERTAINMENT 23 


cumtui umnim nan 


H PRO S C OP E S 


PISCES 

^mWIcAorK w»h 
mitiralaml unnatural 
which you 
can'rwl, control today. 
telffliaiSoya for- 
ward, aficf.'adapt to 
change. 

VIRGO 

(Aug. 23-Sept. 22): 



ARIES 

(Match H1-Api 1110): 

You'll have to change 
your plans today, but 
you can remain true to 
your own primary Inten- 
tions. Don't get swept 
up In an emotional whirl- 
wind! 


LIBRA 

(Supt. 23-Oct. *3): 

Others are likely to call 
on you to entertain 
today, especially when 
the going gets rough. 
Trust your sense of 
humor to see you 
through. 


TAURUS 

(April 20-May 20): 

You'll have the energy 
and the determination 
to take on more than 
required today. Even 
critics will be impressed 
by your performance at 
this time. 

SCORPIO 

(Oct. I-M-Nov. 21) 

You won’t be racing the 
clock so much as your 
own helty expectations 
today. It's time to re- 
evaluate because you're 
not really working with 
yourself as best you 


04:00 The Secret 

World Of Alex Mack 

04:30 Mowgli 

05:00 Mighty Max 

05:30 Rocko’e Modem Life 

06:00 Real Monsters 

06:30 Doug 

07:00 Arthur 

07:30 Wlmzio'B House 

08:00 Blues Clues 

0B:30 The Busy World Of 

Richard Scarry 

09:00 Mr Men 

09:05 Mr Men 

09:10 Mr Man 

09:15 Magic Mountain 

09:30 The Dlgswell Dog Show 

09:46 Little Hippo 

10:00 Arthur 

10:30 Hey Arnold 

11:00 The Wild ThomberTya 

11:30 Rugrats 

12:00 Kenan & Kel 

12:30 The Secret World 01 

Alex Mack 

13:00 Doug 

13:30 Rocko’s Modem Life 
14:00 Real Monslere 
14:30 H8y Arnold 
16:00 Rugrats 
15:30 The Wild Thomberrys 
18:00 KenanS Kel 
16:30 Mowgli 




Mil 



j T-Jerry Scinlcld, coined inn. producer." ~~ "5267 million 

I T Lairy David, writer, director, 5242 million 

3- Steven Spielberg, director, producer, 5175 million 

! ^ Winfrey, TV show host, actress, producer, 5125 million 

| i-James Cameron, director, $115 million 

| S. Tim Allen, actor, $77 million 

I T- Michael Jordan, basketball player, S69 million 

I *■ Michael Crichton, writer, director' $65 million 

1 9 -H*rris(m Ford, actor, $58 million 

j W- Rolling Stones, rock group, $57 million 

'L Master P., music producer, . $56.5 million 

j l2 R oWn Williams, actor. . $56 million 

f a .& l Jne Dion, siiigcr.- ’ $55.5 million 

^ Mel Gibson, actor, director, producer, $55 million 

,S -Gatth Brooks, singer, \ $54 million ; 

' Combs, music producer, $53.5 million 

^ Daniels, writer, director, ; 553 million 

Misjudge, writer, director, • j $53 million 

Chris Carter, writcr/dlrector, producer, •' $52 million 

^MdCopperfield. illusionist • ; . . : $49.5 million 

Girls, iinatn . -IViT-.'-i-t $49 million ' 


GANGER 

(JU|io 22- July 22}; 

Your generosity will be 
more, than appreciated 
today,. bul you rpust not 
.. be too quickie ask for 
'favors in return.. Adopt a 
soft-spoken approach. 


GEMINI 

(May 21 -Juno 21): 

Take a ohance today 
and you'll be able to 
.broaden your horl^phSi 
'enjoy Increased poten- 
tial; and maximized, 
rewards. Don't hold 
■ l, • back!' 


8A<am%Riu8 

(Nov.i-22-Dof;. 21): 


Your creative Input will You and a partner or 
be appreciated on the co-worker are not likely 
job, but that is not a to agree on the meth- 
llcense to speak your ods required to get the 
mind at all times. Know job done today. If possl- 
when to keep quletl ble, a compromise Is in 
order. 


LEO 

(July 23AU0-22) 

You . may feel as • 4' 
though you're repeal- ; 
Irig yourself today, and ' 
indeed you do have 
(ha opportunity to cor- 
rect mlnbr errore made 
In the recent past 


RAPF1IICORN AQUARIUS 

(Dec. 22-Jail. 19):' (Jon SHJ-Koh. 18): 


26Tlonniii"&TtrTy Ttirhcr, writer, difccforT" “ 

S4£jniIllion 

27. Ibm Hanks, 

actor, director, producer. 

$44 million 

28. Danny Jacobson, 

writer, director, 

$42 million 

29. Kevin Costner, 

actor, director, producer. 

S41 million 

30. Bright/KaufFman/Crane, TV producers, 

$40.5 million 

31. Brad Pitt, 

actor, 

$40 million 

32. Stephen King, 

writer, director. 

$40 million 

33. Nicolas Cage, 

actor, 

$38 million 

34. Bruce Helford, 

writer, director, 

$38 million 

35. Michael Schumacher, 

race car driver, 

$38 million 

36. Leonardo DiCaprio, 

actor, 

537 million 

37. John Wells, 

writer, director. 

535 million 

38. Will Smith, . 

singer, actor, 

534 million 

39. Jim Carrey, 

actor, 

532.5 million 

40. Metallic*, 1 . 

rock group. 

532 million 

41 ; Helen Vlunt, 

actress, 

531 million 

42. Dm Matthew, Band, innate group, ' 

$30 million V 

43. Sengel Fedorov, 

hockey player. ' 

$29.8 million 

44. Tiger Woods, 

golfer. y ' 

$26.8 million 

• ■ 45. Brian Grazer. •: 

Writeri director, ' , . * 

' $26 million 

V>4e. Dale Earnhardt, . 

; race car driver ’ ' . ‘ 

S24.I million 

: 47. Jerry. Rrucldietoier, 

dlrccttir. prodiicer, ' 

$22 million . 

Grant HOI. . 

. baskedwlVpiayei; 7 . 

. . V $21 .6 million 

ti/9. Howard ^terit. V - 

tv anijl ratllo iipit.' - 

:.7-t$20 anlllion ‘ 

^Mrbrear^l.ii : Ht^B^ - 


; ' 518,5 million . 


THERE'S 
SOM HT H INC. 
ABOUT MARY 
3:30/6:30/8:30 
/1 0:30 
GALLERIA 1 


Now Is not the time to 
"save the best for last." 

You may not get to 
everything today If you 
wall too long and let 
your schedule become 
overly full. 


DR. DOLITTLE 
6:30/8:30/10:45 [ 
GALLERIA 2 


■VI l 

LAX 

1 I'Ul 1 ).tv IT 1 

'R, 3:00-5:01) 

J t.ALI 

E1UA 2 | 


GALLERIA 

PHONE 

5934793 
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STANLEY KUBRICK, CINEMA ICON, DIES AT 7^ 


The Guardian 

HID 

tfie sank' ifnij 


S tanley Kubrick, who died 
early during Saturday 
night aged 70, wasone 
or tin? greatest of post- 
Ivar filnunakcrs and one 
of tire most contvover- 
sial. The American-born director 
was also one of (lie most reclusive, 
living in a mansion in St Albans, 
north of London, and never leaving 
it except to make films. 

For at least half of his career he 
fought and beat Hollywood, getting 
its money to make his expensive 
films but only on condition that no 
one interfprwl with him or them in 
any way His power thus became 
greater than any of his contempt 
raries and most of the great him- 


makers of the past. 

His laLest film is a cose in point. In 
his contract for Eyes Wide Shut, 
which lias cost S60 million, he liad 
the option that it would never be 
released if he did not like it. ' 

He had spent die last two years 
making die film with Tom Cruise 
and Nicole Kidman. It is said to be 
still incomplete, although tliere has 
been almost total secrecy surround- 
ing its subject matter and its mak- 
ing. 

The secrecy was part and pared 
of the .almost magical appeal of 
Kubrick who lived in a house fall of 
Information about the world, with a 
mass of cable channels and access 
to all types of media, and tlien 
stepped outside to film his often bil- 
ious comments upon it 
It is likely tltat Eyes Wide Shut, 
taken from a minor work by Arthur 
Sdmitzler, will be one of the most 


CROSSWORD PUZZLE 


controversial lie has ever made, 
with copious sex scenes, induding 
all orgy sequence in a private West 
End Club, It is said ro be about two 
psychiatrists with some or the sexu- 
al problems of those they treat. 

Kubrick, of course, was no 
stranger to controversy, I laving 
made Clockwork Orange in Britain 
in 1971. Hint film, based on an 
Anthony Buigcss novel, and about 
the endemic violence running 
underneath so-called civilized soci- 
ety, was passed by the censor but 
hooked out of release by Kubrick 
himself because he thought the 
British, and particularly the British 
press, had mistaken its pessimistic 
message and proclaimed it as glam- 
orizing violence. 

Tb this day, only the National Rim 
Theatre and a few other venues can 
show tlie film - widely seen abroad - 
and then only to an audience pre- 
pared to treat it seriously. 

There is absolutely no doubt that 
Kubrick had a misanthropic vision of 
the world and marry of his films 
prized out the worm in tire bud of 


both society and the individuals 
who Runted part of it. But as an 
acutely intelligent and sensitive film- 
maker, who was also an utter per- 
fectionist, making rake after take of 
the simplest shots, lie had more to 
say than the opinion that the world 
was askew. 

He was a moralist at heart and 
wanted to do his bit to change it. 

Many of his films are already on 
the lists of cinema classics not just 
because they are brilliantly made 
but because they had something 
pert inent to say. Patlis Of Glory was 
one of the finest ever made about 
the waste and essential hypocrisy of 
war. Dr Stangelove was an unbear- 
able satire about the absurdities of 
the Cold Vttrr and 2001, A Space 
Odyssey was an ultimately hopeful 
S|>ace epic about tlie way technolo- 
gy might in the end be defeated by 
human rather chan mechanical val- 
ues. 

Kubrick vowed that he would 
never make films without total com 
trol again after the experience of 
taking over Spartacus from Anthony 


Mann and dealing with the 
demands of Kirk Douglas, its star 
and co-producer. Even so, that film 
has always been dubbed the think- 
ing man’s epic - the stnry of a failed 
slave rebellion against the might of 
Rome made at the height of the 
American Civil Rights movement. 

His next film after that was an 
adaptation of Nabokov's Lolita, 
which lie made into something of a 
tiagi-comedy Imgety because there 
was no way, in tlie early Sixties, that 
lie could get its ojienly sexual sub- 
ject matter onto the screen. James 
Mason and Peter Sellers starred in 
the film and have seldom given bet- 
ter peifonnances. 

Kubrick was one or the very few 
serious, thinking film-makers who 
could still manufacture a hit with the 
public all over the world - witness 
The Shining, which gave Jack 
Nicholson one of his most famous 
parts. His films could thus be con- 
sidered art movies and commercial 
prospects at the same time. 

His detractors have complained 
that his search for total perfection 


M Mm into aSTnlS? 
his own nuking, but he va „ 
essentially cold ftlrrHnaler-bfCn 
bin unable to stir the emotn, 
property. ' 

There is some point to tint, fo* 
can anyone see the wild dea^ 
(mm a vantage point inside ai 
admittedly well equipped St Albans 
mansion? ftt he was dearly a ms- 
ter of his craft and a film-mkerof 
ennniious achievement He knew 
the business of film-maldng torn 
the ground up. and could aig* 
with tediniaans, actors and even 
tlie suits of Hollywood on theirowi 
teiuis. He was, in fart, unique and, 
although it’s a diche to say so, w 
will almost certainly never see ft 
like again, 

Kubrick's 10 feature films in 31 
years earned nine Oscars. 

He leaves behind his third wife, 
Qirisriane, and three daughters. 

Police said there were no suspi- 
cious circumstances about the 
death. 

By Derek Malcolm in Londoa 
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15 Infuriate shells . . 
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a marathon 51 Rich cakes 
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29 Time period ■ 
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33 Sloping we watched 

roof ..." 

36 Buy In 3 Altar — 
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fl Bring home 34 £ 
the bacon c 

0 RR depot 35 / 

10 Jerk [ 

11 Unseal, 39 F 

poetically t 

13 Gallant 43 F 

18 Loser at El f 
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19 Fly c 
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23 Guardian ( 
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Incessantly 52 I 
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Paul 53 1 
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PAR SCORE 120-130 

by JUDD FIVE RACK TOTAL 


byJUUU FIVE RACK TOTAL 

. TIME LIMIT: 25 

DIRECTIONS: Make a 2 to 7 letter word from the letters in each row. Add 
poraof sift word, using scoring directions at right. 7-letter words get 50-point 
krus flanks* used as any letter have no point value. All Judd's words ere in 
1ft Official Scrabble Players Dictionary (Merriam -Webster) and OSW Official 
Soabbfd . Words (Chambers). JUDD'S SOLUTION TOMORROW 

' ■ © 1999. United FeMwft Syndicate. ir>& 




GRAMS SOLUTION BY JUDD 

■ WAND O 1999 , United Feature Syndicate. Inc 

mSSSHD RACK 1 = 9 

RACK 2 = 36 

1000I0 RACK 3 =_60_ 

Mmm fril foTI [rTI I I RACK 4 = 19 







c And Q)tev»h8i« UyjW Sponr & Sons PLC. 


SOLVE THE REBUS BY WRITING 
I “ ™IN THE NAMES OF THE PICTURE 

(!lUt8 AND ADDING OR SUBTRACTING THE LETTERS. 
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however , iw spite of 
WHAT A CERTAIU TEAM 
MEMBER HAS BEEN 




Nfl'U 

<S‘ 












26 ENTERTAINMENT 




ROBERTO BENIGNI, GWYNETH PALTROW WIN 
SCREEN ACTORS GUILD AWARDS 


THE ARAB JAILY — MftHUH 9, 1999 
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*'* P « T saTernitaC 

fiorentina- goes second 


Actor Klrfc Douglas holds thi 
"Ufa Achievement Award" 


"ShakMpearo In Love," cast members, from left, Rupert Everett, Geoffrey Rah, 
Gwyneth Paltrow and Ben Affleck display their awards for outstanding porferaasHh 
a theatrical motion picture. (Ap Photo) 

“This is just such an honor to be '‘ER,” its fourth award in the five “Tracey "Ekes On." 
recognized by my peers. You'll never years the show has been on the air. Christopher Reeve won for actor 

know quite what this means to me," The ensemble award for comedy in a TV movie or miniseriesfor'Hw 

said Paltrow, nominated along with series was given to the cast of "Ally Window." Angelina Jolie got the 

Cate Blanchetr in "Elizabeth,” Jane McBeal," actress award for movie or minis- 

Horracks in “Little \foice," Meryl Michael J. Fox picked up an award eriesfor"Gia." 

Streep in '“One Thie Thing" arid for actor in a comedy series for Kirk Douglas was given the 

Emily Vtetson in "Hilary and Jackie." "Spin City" and Tracey Ullmau won guild's Lifetime Achievement 

"Shakespeare in Love" also won for actress in a comedy series for Award. 


Streep in '“One Thie Thing" and for actor in a comedy series for 

Emily Wfctson in "Hilary and Jackie." "Spin Gty” and Tracey Ullmau won 


m 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — An exuberant 
Roberto Benigni captured a lead 
actor prize few "Life is Beautiful" and 
Gwyneth Paltrow took home an 
actress award tliat she dedicated to 
lier mother at the Screen Actors 
Guild awards. Robert Duvall and 
Kathy Bates also received honors. 

Benigni, the Italian director-actor- 
writer who created the comic-tragic 
story of a fatlier trying to shield his 
son from the horrors of Holocaust, 
lifted award presenter Helen Hunt 
and spun lier around, then said in 
broken English he was so happy that 
"every organ of my body is moving 
in a very bad way." 

Benigni's award was the biggest 
surprise of Sunday night's ceremony 
and suggested foe best actor Oscar 
. later this month Is a tpss-up. Hg beat 
such .'strong nominees as Joseph 
Fiennes ("Shakespeare in Love"), 
Tom Hanks ("Saving Private Ryan"), 
lan McKellen ("Gods and Monsters") 
and Nick Ndte (‘Affliction.") 

Paltrow, awarded for her role as 
the. heiress who fells in love with a 
youhg William Shakespeare in 
'Shakespeare in Love," paid tribute 
to her 1 mother Blythe Danner as "foe 
most | brilliant, beautiful, profound 
actress l know" and dedicated the 
await) to hec Paltrow obd .won a 
Golden Globe. ' ■ J, • • -• 


the ensemble acting prize fora film. 

The ceremony Ironors actors in 
both film and television. 

in other film categories, Bates, 
the politically savvy campaign trou- 
bleshooter in "Primary Colors," and 
Duvall, foe tough, baseball-loving 
corporate attorney in “A Civil 
Action,” won awards. 

“Pm just thrilled, absolutely 
thrilled," supporting-actress winner 
Bates said backstage, making no 
secret of lier desire to go on to win 
an Academy Award on March 21 for 
foe same role. "It’s been on rny 
mind ever since the nomination." 

The other supporting actress 
nominees were Brenda Bletliyn for 
“Little Voice," Judi Dench for 
“Shakespeare in Love," Rachel 
Griffiths for “Hilary and Jackie" and 
Lynn Redgrave for "Gods and 
Monsters." 

Duvall won for supporting actor, 
beating David Kelly for“Vttiking Ned 
Donne," Geoffrey Rush for 
“Shakespeare in Love” and Billy Bob 
Thornton for "A Simple Plan." 

Although the SAG awards are still' 
young - In tlieir fifth year - they are 
becoming a. strong predicator of 
Oscar winners because of a signifi- 
cant overlap of the membership of 
the actors' union and the Academy 
of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences. 

Last year, four of those receiving 
SAG awards went on to pick up 
Oscars; Jack Nicholson, Helen Hunt, 
Robin Williams and Kim Basinger. 
Only Gloria Stuart, who shared foe 
supporting actress SAG award with ' 
Basinger, , didn't get an Academy 
Award. 

i TWo years ago, three of four SAG 
winners picked up Oscars. 

The SAG awards were deter- 
mined by voting open to the rank- 
and-file members of the union. , 

. In the guild's television cate- 
gories, Sam Wfyereton won for lead 
actor in a drama series for "Law and 
Orden ,, Julianna Mai^ulies picked up 
her second prize for actress In a 
drpma for "ER^whlle the ensemble . 
r prize for drama went to the cast of 






soccer 

? S — Marcela Salas sailed 
‘Vein Alessandro Ne'sta 
S™ list Scrie A goal as league 
‘worered from cniiced- 
t?: **V Soal to dcmnirsli 
T*® 86 -! on Sunday. 
k ™'»*l» 14 matches kept 
Jr'tWefour ahead' of 
™> m °wd ahead or title 
a.;?? dtp heating them 2- 1 at 
“™°fiaiKhi stadium. 

h 0 !”'™ scorcd rn,ra " 

^ TO klckantl Portugal's Rui 


1 ff T r Y-f tl frt 


match In Rome March 7. Lazio 

Costa added a second half penalty to 
give the Florentine side ihelr first vic- 
tory since* captain Gabriel Batistuta 
was injured a month 
“It's not true that we are Bati-dcpcn- 
dunt." said Rui Costa.. “We’re still in 
the fight." 

AC Milan, who defeated 10-man 
Piacenza at the San SEro with a header 
from Germany's Oliver BterliofF, climb 
into third spot,, a point behind 
Horeutina and ivW> abend of Parma. , 

A rejuvenated jpVcntus dimbed to 




w.n .he ™. hh 6-1. JP.UT.M PHOTor** <B1 r '""’ ln8 *° ,h ° 

sixth in the table after recovering from Crisis-hit Inter Milan's winless run 
Ariel Ortegas superb opening goal to stretched to four matches at Bari 
win 2-1 at Sampdoria with a last where Yksel Osmanovski's 43rd minute 
minute goal front Filippo Inzaghi. shot gave the home side their first win 

Ortega, looked like halting Carlo since January. 

Ancelottl's honeymoon as Juve's new n, e real hero of Lazio's victory was 
manager with a superb free kick In the defender Paolo Negro who was select- 

64 ' ! m . ln “ te ' , , . , ed on'y “fler passing a last minute fit- 

Nicola Amoruso leveled the scores in ness test. 

the 75th minute and then set up Minute's after Ighli Vannucchl had 
Inzaghi for the late winner that main- turned In Vaclav Kolousek's cross to 
talned Juve's unbeaten record under put Salernitan? Intb' a shock , 31st 
new Ancelotrl. minute, lead Negro cleared a shot front 


tlie same player ofFthe goal-line. 

Negro equalized in the 44th minute 
after goalkeeper Andrea Ivan failed to 
hold Sin is a Mihajlo vic’s free kick. 

Straight after the break Christian 
Vieri turned in Giuseppe Pancaro's 
cross and from rhen on Lazio never 
looked back. 

Salas finished offa four-man move in 
tlie 61st minute and rhen scored his 
I3tli goal of the season from Sergio 
Conceicao's cross in the 79th minute. 

Salvatore Fresi put though his own 
net in the 82nd minute before Nesta. 
whose return from serious injury coin- 
cided with the start or Lazio's unbeat- 
en run, backheeled liis first league goal 
in the dying seconds. 

For most of tlie first half in Florence 
Parma looked tlie more likely ro win a 
match billed by Gazzetta dello Sport as 
"a championship semifinal" to'decidc 
which side will challenge Lazio in the 
season’s run-in. 

In the fourth minute Enrico Chiesa’s 
20-meter shot cannoned back oft the 
bar and on three occasions strike part- 
ner Hernan Crespo missed the Larger 
with only Francesco Toldo to beat. 

Bor in tlie 43rd minute Oliveim 
made tlie home fans briefly forget the 
absence or Batistuta with a five kick 
raker straight our of tlie Argentine's 
repertoire. 

Kui Cos til increased Fiorciiiiii.Vs 
advantage from the penally spor in the 
5Gth minute. 

Croat Mario Stanic pulled one back 
in the 64tli minute but the visitors 
were left to rue their first half misses 
as Fiorentina celebrated tlieir first win 
in five matches. 

At Udinese, AS Roma looked set for 
tlieir first away win since April when 
Fabio Junior put them into a first hair 
lead and Marcio Amoroso missed a 
82nd minute penalty for Udinese. 

But Dane Martin Jorgansen leveled 
the scores in the 84th and four min- 
utes later referee Roberto Bcttin 
awarded Udinese a second penally. 

He nrst signaled for a Tree kick on 
the edge or the area but after consult- 
ing a linesman he ruled the foul had 
taken place lris|t|e the box. Amoroso 
made no mistake, tyls Hipe, 


SERENA WILLIAMS UPSETS NUMBER TWO PLAYER 


h* ta* 113 ' C “ llfor " la IAP) 

Wapstt'n 5 0Wwrul 8rou " d 
tinds »y Davenport, 
<2?-* P |a V er in the 

^'*^C" droi,n ‘ loftheEver ‘ 

l7 -year-old. ranked 
S&ifc < ,' w>rid ' eliminated 

!h,B« Sunday. 

^‘nt-| me, ". Wllliamssald 

* *° cus ed. 

> "'ehtally there. It was 


It was the second straight, time 
Williams |ias beafon Davenport, who , 
won the tournament In 1997 and fin- 
ished secohdlnst year, ' 

WI|iloms ;wa(t .herjf|rst career t|He 
last week lh Pajls. defeating Australian 
Open finalist jNrtelte Mauresmo, j 7 '-'. 

i Fourth-sesded Jana Novotna also . 
adv^tijc^idk^eatin^ tvyo-ilme dHtltij)!- 
onMifrJjoe fernandpc, 6-0, 63'.;' J I 

. T\^-jltme;;' 9i|nk>ldd : SteffiJ GrkC ' / 
seeded (Imt. pjayetl steady , and 


advanced by. eliminating Kvetoslav? 
tirdllckova of! the Czech Republic In 
straight sets 6 : l,:6-2. Graf needed odiy 
■MlmlnutB’fpr.theivln. orafwon this 

tofirnament'in 1994 and '96. 

Other winners ' Sunday wereslxrht , 
seefl Mary Pierce,; who hid nb trouble 
beallrig Ahi/Frasler,' $-0, 6-3 and sew" . 
jenfiSeei .Amanda ,Coeiien <*f South;: 
iAftlM : 


I RESULTS OF EVERT CUP WOMEN'S EVENT 

, |] 1 111,' SLi tuilli, in t vvn (up 


I i i mis ljnvti\ . 

t'lviiii \Villt;iui'; (I IN.) Ixvn 2-1 inrlvtv Dawnfinu (|i.S.jCv-l (, > 

t; ,, ||-? n |’!! i;i tfATh lhV,t I"t- 1< nj.mckv uk) «, (I (>'; 

-Mi ", I,, ,il [t,cnnei,n Ikm, ll,il| [ ,|„, Vlll( , j, KVnuhlji , ,, , , 

Hu v I'm, 'I (I M„,.v) Amy IV., /j, ,, ,| , Sj , r . 1 1 ’ ' ‘~" 

Ain, .illu-at lulu- 1 I.iIjkI 1 1, , 1IL ,.. j| , ... , 

|Ui,iiiil.i Itiilmi 1 . 1,1.1, At;,,,,, h,r.| XI. |S| ...i,,) I, : f ,4 1 - 1 ' 

’"‘V s -ilinv<li'i ln-iil .At it i. i MutiL { 'Vi isi i -'fi il jf ( iff 

;.inifrine li->( 11(1 (1 i . uici-j tikt OK, n.h-.ilirmhdiilt,,! ■ “ " ’ 1 



'rm 


28 SPORT! 


IlNBA STANDINGS]] 


EASTERN 

CONFERENCE 

ATLANTIC DIVISION 

W L PCTQB 

ORLANDO 

14 4 .778 

MIAMI 

12 5 .706 T 1-2 

NEW YORK 

10 7 .588 3 1-2 

PHILADELPHIA 

10 7 .588 3 1-2 

BOSTON 

7 8 .467 5 1-2 

WASHINGTON 

7 9 .438 6 

NEWJERSEY 

3 13 .188 10 

CENTRAL DIVISION 

INDIANA 

12 5 .706 

MILWAUKEE 

9 5 .643 1 1-2 

DETROIT 

10 7 .588 2 

ATLANTA 

8 8 .500 3 1-2 

CLEVELAND 

7 8 .467 4 

TORONTO 

6 10 .375 5 1-2 

CHARLOTTE 

4 11 .267 7 

. CHICAGO 

4 12 .250 7 1-2 

WESTERN 

CONFERENCE 

MIDWEST DIVISION 

W D. POGB 

UTAH 

13 4 .765 

MINNESOTA 

1 1 6 .647 2 

HOUSTON 

10 8 .556 3 |-2 

SAN ANTONIO 

10 8 .556 3 1-2 

DALLAS 

6 13 .316 8 

DENVER 

5 13 .278 8 1-2 

VANCOUVER 

4 13 .235 9 

PACIFIC DIVISION 

PORTLAND 

13 3 .813 

LA LAKERS 

13 6 .684 T 1-2 

SEATTLE 

9 7 .563 4 

PHOENIX 

9 8 .529 4 1-2 

SACRAMENTO 

9 9 .500 5 

GOLDEN STATE 

7 10 .412 6 1-2 

LA CLIPPERS 

0 15 .000 12 1-2 


OLAJUWON MEETS DYING 
BOY NAMED AFTER HIM 

PORTLAND, Oregon (AP) — A 4-year-old boy dying of brain can- 
cer got a rare treat - meeting the Houston Rockets star for whom 
he is named. 

Olajuwon Wells, who has tumors in Ills brain and spine, seemed 
stunned when Rockets center Hakeem Olajuwon walked up to the 
boy and his family outside the visitors' locker room. 

The boy frowned for pictures with the 7-foot (2. 13-meter) 
future Hall of Famer, but dien brightened up and smiled after the 
player went back into the locker room to get ready for a game 
with the Portland Trail Blazers. 

“We show him who Hakeem is on the TV all the time,” said 
Wells' mother, Clarissa Wells. “But 1 don't think he realized who he 
was until he saw -him for real just now." . 

Mrs. Wells and her husband, Cornell, named their son Olajuwon 
because of their devotion to the Rockets. They had never seen ah 
NBA player, or a game, In person until Sunday. 

"He’s a great player. I love the way he plays, 1 ' Mrs. Wells said, 
trembling and tearing up after meeting Olajuwon. "And that name 
just got to me/ 1 

Asked when his son's birthday was, Cornell, a Portland con- 
struction-worker, said: "Oct. 21, .1994 - the Rocket? repeated that 
year." ' 

The bdy was diagnosed with cancer last month. His tumors, dre 
inoperable and has a life expectancy of about two years, said his 
doctor, Legacy Emanuel Hospital pediatric neurosurgeon Monica 
Wehby. 

“He's a fighter," Cornell Wells said. “He told me himself, Daddy, 
I'm going to fight this all die way to the end. And I believe that." 


MANCHESTER (R) — Manchester United 
failed to break the resistance of a Chelsea 
team reduced to 10 men for half the match 
and were forced to settle for a 0-0 draw in 
their EA. Cup quarter-final at Old TVafford on 
Sunday. 

Chelsea had Roberto Di Matteo sent off 
seconds before the end of the first half after 
a second yellow card for a clumsy tackle on 
Paul Scholes, but they defended superbly 
throughout the second half which- United 
dominated. 

Scholes was sent off four minutes from 
time for his second yellow card for a late 
challenge on Bjame Goldbaek. By then 
United had reluctantly realized they would 
find no way past French World Cup defender 
Marcel Desailly or Dutch goalkeeper Ed De 
Goey. 

The two were outstanding In a penalty 
area peppered by United shots and crosses in 
the second period and were largely responsi- 


ble for securing Chelsea a replay at Stamford 
Bridge next Wednesday. 

The nearest either side caine to scoring in 
a disappointing match between the top two 
reams in the premier league was when Gary 
Neville glanced a header onto de Goey's 
right-hand post after 38 minutes. 

United also went close when Scholes 
forced De Goey into a point-blank save short- 
ly before his dismissal. It was the third draw 
between the teams this season, 

Both teams remain on course for the 
league and Cup double but seemed to be suf- 
fering from a hangover following their home 
wins in European competition last week, 

Cup holders and defending champions 
Arsenal, also in the three-way race for the 
league title, beat Derby County 1-0 in 
another quarterfinal on Saturday. 

Newcastle United beat Everton 4-1. 
Saturday's quarter-final between Barnsley 
and Tottenham Hotspur was postponed until 


March 1 6 because of snow. 

Tlie draw for the April II semifals: 
Newcastle United v Barnsley or Tottenham 
Hotspur 

Although United dominated most of the 
match, Alex Ferguson's decision to rest his 
43-goal scoring partnership or Andy Cole and 
Dwight Yorke left Ills attack lacking Its usual 
killer instinct. 

Replacements Ole Gunnar Solskjaer and 
Jesper Blomqvist were never able to Impose 
themselves on the Chelsea back line and by 
the time Yorke and Cole were brought on 
with 10 minutes to play, the match was head- 
ing for a draw. 

Despite the two sendings-off the game 
was physical rather than dirty. United beat 
Chelsea 5-3 at Stamford Bridge in the Clip 
third round last season and will have no fears 
about returning there for the replay. 
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SHE'S GOT HER OWN GAME 


S tanding ovations don’t mean what they used to; sports fans 
today give them up easily and often. Still, few athletes get a 
standing "0" Just for stepping on the basketball court-durlng 
Mnn-ups. The instant Tennessee forward Chamique Holdsdaw 
apeared at the Southeastern Conference toumey in Chattanooga 
haweek, a sea of orange and white rose in the stands. A chant of 
thMiique. cha-mique," rolled ofT fans' tongues as easily as the 
lulled, 6-foot-2 Holdsdaw glided down the court. "It's kinda 
wild, but I always think they're dapping for someone else," said 
die 22 -year-old senior before leading UT to the conference cham- 
ptonship. "I never get used to the response that people have 
Bwrdme." 

She may have to get used to it. Holdsdaw (her first 
nne Is pronounced Shuh-Meek-Wah) may not % 
m out to be “ the female Michael Jordan." 

[Ae wears number 23, too, but In honor of 
her favorite Biblical psalm, not Nfi.) But she 
certainly has the skills and the charisma to 
become the breakthrough player the WNBA 
covets, propelling women's hoops toward 
major-league status. Just ask Jordan." Meek is fun to watch-exciting 
wlih a lot of skills," he says. "She'll definitely take women's sports 
toa new high." Holdsdaw is already pretty far up there. This week- 
1 end Tennessee, 28-2 and ranked second in the nation, begins 
(Mending its NCAA title. If the Lady Volunteers win again. 


Holdsdaw will have captured four NCAA crowns on top of four 
state high-school diampionships (at Christ the King High School in 
Queens, N.Y.). And that’s something no basketball player-male, 
female or Michael-has ever achieved. 

"I just like to win basketball games," Chamique says. " That's 
what motivates me.” In the SEC tournament, Tennessee trailed at 
halftime in two out of three of its games. Each time Holdsdaw ral- 
lied the team, averaging 21 points, II rebounds and 8 assists per 
game-nearly a triple-double. And in the most 
frenetic moments, Holdsdaw remains 
calm and fluid, with a dazzling array of 
spin moves. She likes to play close to the 
basket, using her long legs to snake 
through the lane for a layup or rebound and 
her long arms to loft fall-away-a-la hy jumpers. 
About the only question left is how she would 
deal with defeat, an inevitable part of the pro game. 
Holdsdaw insists she can handle losing and more. "My 
grandmother taught me to count my blessings," she says. 
“There's always an upside to whatever bad happens." 

When her parents' marriage broke up, 11-year-old Chamique 
moved into her grandmother's warm, stable home. Around the pro- 
jects in Queens’ Astoria neighborhood. Chamique was known as 
"Flat Out" because she would flat-out drop anything to play bas- 
ketball. “Big boys, small boys, whoever, I was always ready to take 


them on," she says. “I wasn't scared of anybody's game.” Her 
grandmother, who had played basketball as a girl in Alabama, tol- 
erated her court obsession, except on Sundays when it conflicted 
with church. "Sometimes she had to put her foot down, but that 
was the only trouble she hnd out of me," says Holdsdaw. 

At Tennessee, Chamique has been joined by 6-fooc-l Thmika 
Catchings and 5-foot-10 Semeka Randall, inspiring one of sports' 
best nicknames, "The Meeks." They and coach Pat Summitt have 
created college ball's greatest dynasty since UCLA's men's power- 
house a quarter century ago. "Chamique gets the most attention," 
says Randall," but we understand 'cause she deserves it." Last year 
Holdsdaw passed up a chance to cash in on a bidding war between 
the WNBA and the now defunct ABL, opting to remain in college to 
pursue her degree and die unprecedented title sweep. 

After the NCAAs, Chamique will go pro. The WNBA's Washington 
Mystic owns the first draft choice, and the entire league awaits 
eagerly. Says league president Valerie Ackerman, “We're hopeful 
that just as the casual fan would turn out to see Jordan, they'll turn 
out to see Chamique." Could happen. Holdsdaw is savvy and 
telegenic (Spike Lee wanted to^cast her In a hoops movie, but 
NCAA rules prevented it). Though previous players have had com- 
parable skills, she arrives when women's sports are increasingly 
popular, even fashionable. As her sport redefines irself, Chamique 
could be the cover girl on the dirtionary. 

By ALUSON SAMUELS and MARK STAR R 


MCGWIRE 
HITS FIRST 
HOME RUN 
OF THE 
SEASON 


.^da (AP) — Mnrk McGwire hit Ills 
me m ° r 1999, a trademark shot high 
f e left-field wall Sunday for the St. Louis 
■na s In a 6:1 U.S. major league baseball.exhl- 
^ win over the Montreal Expos. 

wire wasted no time finding his home-run 
off his record-breaking sensdn of 
me , 1 1 , ree ‘ mn drive came In just his second 
lat-bat of the spring. 

iut In 111 *?, 10 get 5t 0UE of the way," McGwire 
spring training. 

. Se * l ^ e hall, hit the ball,'’ he said. "I 


So I r 0 a day after Sammy Sosa hit 

tonu-r..! * c hicago Cubs. McGwire won the , 
Kcm 70-66 last year, and both beat the 
W. M by Bfl he Ruth and then broken by ' 
now . * . ’ But there’s no race - at least, not 
about hit J/i> GVVire sa ‘d he didn’t even, know 
*^rO«sn V 'i ,!, 1 h0m ' nm ' Asell ° tit crovyd at 
.taken Mrfvi ” • m - got exactly, what It wanted ’■ 
re ] aun ched a high drive that easily 


dented the left-field wall In the second Inning. 
He crunched an Inside fastball from rookie lefty 
Ted Lilly.' • 

"I’ve never seen anything like that," the 23- 
ycnr-old pitching pro£pect.?ald, "I mean, it was 
loud." 

McGwire had a slight smile after he stepped 
on home plaje.J.D. Drew. Carlo? Baerga and sev-' 
eral other Cardinals greeted him, but McGwire . 
did not punctyate this homer with his 'fake' 
pundi-to-thfc-gut routine that became his stamp, 
during his historic season. ; 

! The 6, 912 fans, manypfthem vyearlng No; 25 
McGwire jersey$, responded with a standing ova- 
tion! "v! vK’ v . . ■ /- ' V * 

; McGwire hit seven home runs Utyear In exhl j 
• bitibn p&.'fhe Cardinals share t^eir gaining 

famll|ar»M^lre. 1™ ?«.basfraan ; 

hi, i* flnir.'flve hpiw .w in 5. : 



f 








DISPUTES MAR INTERNATIONAL 
WOMEN'S DAY IN ISRAEL 


JERUSALEM (AFP) — Female 
poBtidans nearly came to blows 
in Israels parliament Monday 
when a dispute erupted after 
Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu addressed diem to 
mark International Womens 
Day 

Netanyahu, accompanied by 
his wife Sarah, gave a brief 
speedi to the crowd of around 
100 politicians and feminists, 
expressing the hope that "one 
day it will not be neoessay to 
celebrate Women’s Day 
because we wffl have achieved 
equality of the sexes.” 

The prime minister, vviw is 
embroiled in a tough race for 
■ reeiecdon, then left the hall to 


attend other campaign tuno 


His lightning appearance 
drew an angry tirade from ’the I 
Dayan, a deputy from die oppo- 
sition Labor forty, who conv 
plained that Netanyaliu rushed 
away without engaging in any 
discussion with the assembled 


"Hejust give his litde speedi 
and they left without even both- 
ering to listen what the women 
d rere had to say" Dayan, daugh- 
ter of die late general and 
defense minister Moshe Dayan, 
told AFP after the inddenL 
Dayan was quickly set upon 
by women from Netanyalm's 
riaht-wimr Likud oartv who 


acarsed her of trying to politi- 
cise the encounter for electoral 
reasons. 

‘You mined tire celebration 
by deliberately causiiig a scarv 
dal," shouted Marina Solodka, a 
deputy Rom die likucfoied 
Israel Et-AJiya party wlio was 
diairlng Die event 

Netaityahu supporters and 
opposition figures traded 
insults and at one point almost 
got into a slaving matdi before 
calm was restored. 

'Those who think the snug- 
gle for equal limits for women 
isn't a pofitical fight are fooling 
themselves," Dayan said after 
the row 

‘W4? are a lone wav from 


beiiig able to celebrate, with 
women still victim to violence 
and all kinds of discrimination," 
slw said, denouncing die sexual 
attacks on women in die Itome, 
at die workplace and in die 
aniTy." 

Slie was referring to a deci- 
sion by die army tiiis week to 
petition die supreme court not 
to block die promotion of a 
senior genera) accused of sexu- 
ally molesting a young woman 
conscript. 

The defense establislinient, 
backed by die state attorney 
told the court that preventing 
the officer; Brigadier General Nir 
Galili, from being promoted to 
die rank of major general would 


disrupt major military maneu- 
vers planned for the near future. 

Tlie court is due to lule 
Thursday on a petition from die 
woman seeking to bar GnlilPs 
promotion, wliidi has been 
delayed by nearly dime years 
because ofdie affair. 

Hie woman accused Galili of 
forcing himself on lier sexually 
diree years ago. Anny p rosea i- 
rors decided not to prosearle 
the general because the recruit 
refused to undergo a medical 
examination to prove die 


But a disciplinary board 
found that Galili abused his posi- 
tion and acted improperly, lead- 
ing to die postponement ofhis 


promotion. 

Dayan railed tlie anny's bkl 
ro push the promotion through 
now "scandalous." 

,F I1icn! is no reason to agree 
that a general should be pro- 
moted wlten he is suspected of 
raping one ofhis subordinates," 
she said. 

"No one is irreplaceable and 
the army can certainly find 
iinodwr officer to promote," 
shesakl. 

In response to tlie Galili case 
and a rash of oilier complaints 
by women soldiers, die army 
published in 1997 a guidebook 
for women recruits on how to 
counter and deal with sexual 
harrassment. 


HOTEL INTHR-CONTINEKHt 
Jordan lias opened the sen 
Main kitchen, this move is 
part of the total renovation 
program taking place within j 
the hotel. 

This kitchen is ^ , 
equipped with all the mod- 
ern equipment to ensure 
1001 hygiene, and itwillabo 
enable the chefs to prepare 
their famous and delirious 
National and International 
dishes, as well as wonderful 
desserts. 

When you desire excellent 
food in a delightful environ- 
ment, always think of Hotel 
Inter- Continental Jordan. 



I know one day I’ll meet tlie 
man of my dreams - I'm just 
waiting for iny parents to 
produce us. For some reason, 
a Indian mother finds it neces- 
oy to stretch the truth when it 
(tunes to her son's height. 
'You're very tall. That’s good, 
baausemy son is six feet." said 
a potential mother-in-law while 
perched on my unde's sofa in 
Cafcutta. When I found myself 
fo to face with the aforemcn- 
wnfd son on a street comer in 
Nwftrk City about two months 
law; I couldn't help noticing 
that he had perhaps an inch or 
mo on my 5 feet 7 inches, 
tiling into consideration this 
man's many appealing character- 
burs - he's a successful invest- 
ment banker, well mannered, 
id traveled - it seems odd that 
Hs mother chose to describe 
Nm In terms of inches. Welcome 
to the world of arranged mar- 
riages. where height is only a 
few notches below moral recti- 
tude on the desirability scale. 

Bom and raised in America by 
parents who moved from 
Cakutta more than 30 years ago. 
I grew up on the prevailing 
mn that first comes love, 
then comes marriage. I watched 
hince Charming fall for 
Cinderella and her slipper, and 
Mowed Laurie Partridge, the 
o'Jest sister oF television's "Tlie 
Putridge Fantily," on countless 
dues with her beau d'episode. 
fot-forward 20 years and I'm 
“W a slightly different tune. 
Wifle I haven't gone so far as to 


allow my parents to pick a mate Marriage strikes me as stress- 
vi rurally sight unseen and cast ful enough, what with having to 


my lot with a stranger (as is still loam the ins and ours of any " 
the tradition in many Indian fam- normal" (i.e., slightly dysfiinc- 


llies), I have agreed to the occa- tional) family. Fitting into a fami- 


sional discreet introduction. 


ly with ties that are several time 


Fortunately, my parents have zones away could be too much 
respected my preferences in to ask. 

a mate. I would prefer . oX, \ In the past two 
someone who also WC vO®? * years 1 ve P lloned - 
was raised our- yf e-mailed and dined 

side of India. with three potential 

I'd like it if he - ' ' “ideal husbands." (This is 


according to the aunts or 
cousins who talk up the suitors 


I want no mustaches. But most to my parents. Marriage broker- 
important, 1 don't want to be ing is a favorite pastime for my 


featured 1 in any matrimonial extended family.) The invest- 
ad vertiseinents, such as this one rnent banker was my first blind 


I found on the Web: "Renowned date. The timing couldn't have 

Physicians Family seek Bengali been worse. He'd made his mark 


surgeons, physicians, others, 32 and was searching Tor a fiill- 
to 42. for US Citizen, Bengali, Hedged adult companion, not a 
Brahmin, bright. pretty, recent journalism school gradu- 


adorablc, petite, US raised, edu- ate who spent most of lunch 

cated daughter. Two degrees, whining about being uneni- 


Business Administration, ployed. 

Computer Science, 37 - looks After that came drinks witli 


20ish, 3 day uiiconsunimated the San Francisco-based attor- 
convenient marriage annulled." ney. He rattled on about himself 


When people ask why I've for an hour and then we said 

agreed to my family's setups, 1 polite goodbyes. It was a super- 


could say it's about preserving ficial meeting, as initial conver- 
niy cultural heritage or maintain- satioiis usually are. Two days 


ing a link to a homeland that my later he sent me a long-winded 


parents have fought to preserve, e-mail explaining that he wasn't 


But in the end, I'm just lazy, ready for a serious commitment 
Marrying an Indian means a lot - which was a shame because I'd 


less explaining: Why don't my already mailed the invitations, 

parents call one another by their set up the bridal registry and 


first names7 Why do they eat commissioned the cake, 
with their hands? What is that Finally, there was the multime- 


my mother’s fore- dia artist raised In London. We 
had been e-mailing each other 


for a few months and, for the 
most part, it was a pleasant 
exchange. When we met in per- 
son, he complimented my apart- 
ment, but said he would like it ■ 
better if I weren’t in it (I think he 
was joking). He made me see 
“Deep impact." Enough said. 

Obviously, none of these gen- 
tlemen wound up being “the 
one." And compared with the 
agony that can follow a breakup 
after just a few months of dat- 
ing. I came out relatively 
unscathed. However, just 
because there wasn’t- an emo- 
tional investment, the rejection 
didn't smart any less. 

In my most dire moments I 
consider surrendering my mari- 
tal future to rhe scientists at the 
University of Hawaii who suc- 
cessfully cloned a couple of 
mice. If I could rake elements of 
my three suitors and fuse them 
together, maybe 1 would have 
rhe perfecr man. 1 could just 
relax while generic engineering 
caught up with my needs. Of 
course, 1 don't see the anxious 
aunts and cousins waiting ir out 
with me. In fact, my fa the r 
seems keen on sending me on 
an extended holiday to India. 1 
can just picture myself rolling 
out of Calcutta customs, bleary- 
eyed and jet-lagged, to be greet- 
ed by a line of eligible young 
men bolding up little cards with 
rlieir respective heights printed 
on them, well-intentioned moth- 
ers hovering dose at hand. 


HOOFPRINTS IN 
THE SANDS 


By Debra L. and Dr.Jcrnld E Dirks 


foe honors 



STUDENTS 

ITO mm 


'he Environment Society 
WE| Snored 12 students 
15, with certificate! 
VpndRtfon for winning the 
Environment Through 
Eyes of Students competi- 
during foe general 
Sunday. 

“jmg the meeting, Raouf 
I®. Director of FOE. dis- 
2" ““ society’s 1998 actiy- 
displaying, slides. 

^ showed the environ- 

geological diversity 
"JJthn. such i„ Dana, Wad| 
^ If aq Oasis and Jordan 


emphasized. on F0E ’ S 

' ini n ' pl ' me “ing environ- 
( awateoess. in Jordan 
Spools. - W e want to" 
iMronmental awareness 


to form n unique bond between j 
students and the environment, 
and to broaden their environ* 
mental horizons by having 9 , 
dialogue among students and 
implementing environmental . 
projects." 

Dabbns added that FOE will . 
receive a group of exchange • . 
students from Italy, whom are 
sent by the Italian Environment :* 
Ministry this year. , - • 

Tlie Society Is an Irtdepen- 
dent NGO, formed in • 1995V, 
which is concerned with envi;-. 
ronmental issues, specifically $*; 
: environmental eduqitlori: FOE :j 


1 encourages the younger gener- 
1 at|on to take, an active role'i$£ 
; conserving and iiqproying tKel^V 
natura [habitat; ■*' ■ 


T he horses of the Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) have been an 
enduring and highly honored theme in the Islamic and 
Arabic history of the Arabian horse. While various com- 
pilers have listed II, 15, or even 40 horses as belonging to the 
Prophet, such compilations suffer from: 1) reliance on Hadith 
that have not passed rigorous scholarly scrutiny; 2) including 
horses ridden by the Prophet, but not actually owned by him. 
e.g. Al-Mandub: and 3) including the same horse under two dif- 
ferent names. 

Drawing primarily upon Al-Dumyati's 13th century Fadl Al- 
Khayl, Al-Halabi's 17th century Rashaliat AI-MIdad Fi Al-Saflnat 
Al-Jind, Al-Duinniri'sJJayat'Ar^hVan,.q^djy*Ji^ri's 19th centu- 
ry manuscript, [Mippears that there are seven horstfS that can be 
reliably plapdtf in the Prophet's ownership in Madina. These 
horses pre known as Al-Sabah, i.e. "the seven", and consist of Al- 
SaJ^br' Al-Mortajaz, Lazzaz, Al-Zirb, Al-Luhaif, Al-Sablin, and Al- 
-Ward. We will examine what is known of each of these seven 
horses in turn. 

■^According to Ibn Sa'd. Al-Sakb was the first horse owned by 
the Prophet in Madina, and had been purchased by the Prophet 
from a Bedouin of rhe Bani Fazara. a branch of the Baui Ghatafau 
located to the north of Madina and one of the tribes that 
attacked the early Muslim Ummah during the Battle of the 
TVench in 627 CE. The Bedouin had previously named the horse 
Al-Daris?i meaning "stubborn or ill mannered". 

Al-Sakb was purchased for a price oflO Awaqi of silver, which 
would have equaled somewhere between 2,133 and 3,200' 
grams of silver, dfeppndihg upon the conversion scale being 
used. Upon pun^ifpe, : 'tfre- Prophet renamed the horse Al-Sakb, 
meaning 'Tunnlng yrater 1 ', nhd implying that the horse was as 
fastps .running .wftteVqr asfast as a hard, wind driven rain, Al* 
Sakb wtjs! reportedly riddertby kHePropltetatthe Battle ofUhud 
1 in 629: ^ ; p aesSd into, the Prophet’s ■ 

t thstjha j^aS pfpbahly a dark |jay of , 

‘ ■ saii ' to ; .h'ay.^ 

im-etieitd and rwo hind socks. 


















